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ABSTRACT

JEDBURGH OPERATIONS: SUPPORT TO THE FRENCH RESISTANCE IN
CENTRAL FRANCE FROM JUNE THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1944 by Major
Michael R, King, USA, 149 pages.

This study ls a historical narrative of Jodburgh teams

Hugh, Hamish, lan, Andy, Iver, and Alec, whlch operated in
Central France from June through September 1944. The teams
consisted of two officers, on2 French and the other American
or British, and one non-commicssioned ofticer wireless
telegraphy (radio) operator. Jedburghs, as the team members
were called, were all volunteers and specially trafined
soldiers in the art of guerrilla warfare. Their purpose was
to support the Supreme Headguarters Allied Expeditionary
Force (SHAEF) during its campaign to liberate northwestern
Europe, beginning with operation OVERLORD in France.

This study explains the origins, purpose, and missions/tasks |
of the Jedhurgh prolect, Tha focus of this study howavaesn,

is of the actual operations of six Jedburgh teams. I

documented the activities of these teams in order to

recount their achievements and analyze their effectiveness.

As will be seen, five of the six Jedburgh teams were

effective. Additionally, a review ot the Jedburgh

operations vallidates current Special Forces doctrine as it

relates to unconventional warfare and special

reconnaissance.
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PREFACE

Unconventional warfare is as old as wartare {tself.
Jedburgh teams employed the art of unconventional warfare
successfully againast the German Army in France in 1944,
Althongh the Jedburgh missions took place 47 years ago, the
analysis of thelr activity provides one the opportunity to
view the conduct of unconventional warfare in the modern age
of mechanized forces;, radios, and aircratt.

Most special operations that conduct unconventiona:
werfare are classified, thus restricting any analysis to
only a few select personnel. Since the Jedburgh war diary
was declassified in the late 1870's, their exploits are now
available to study. Jedburgh operations provides one the few
opportunities to view unconventional warfare without the
tilters ot security constraints and popular mythmaking.

I am dedicating this study to two American Jedburghs
killed during thelr misslions: First Sergeant Lewis Goddard
of team Ivor and Sergeant Lucien Bourgoin of team Ian.

I would like to thank Major Leon "Butch" Baker and
Dr. S.J. Lewis, my thesis committee, for their support,

ass:stance, and encouragement., I consider it my good
fortune to have met Dr. Lewis early in my CGSC tour, for he
was responsible for introducing me to the "Jedburghs". My

thanks to Mrs. Daphne Friele for sharing her personal
knowledge of the Jedburghs and Mrs. Helen Davis of the
Graduate Degree Program Office for her assistance in mailing
letters to the surviving Jedburghs. I would like tec
recognize the staff of the Combined Arms Research Library at
Fort Leavenworth for thelr professional assistance and
performance in maintaining that wondertful storehouse of
knowledge .

I would like to give my special thank you to Mr.
Glyn Loosmore, "Sergeant Loosmore"” of teams Andy and Ivour,
Mr. Alexandre Desfarges, "Llieutenant Delorme™ of team Ian,
and Mr. Rene de ia Tousche, "Lieutenant Thouville” of team
Alexander for the invaluable information they so graciously
provided. Thelir letters and photogranhs provided a unique
understanding ot Jedburgh operations.

Finally, I wish to recognize the great sacrifice my
tamily made while I turned "family time"” into "Jedburgh
time". Thelr support was unwavering and enabled me to
complete this tasks. I love you all very much. To my wife
Kathleen, and my children Alisha, Joshua, and Brieanna,
thank you for your support.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

This thesis will document and assess the operations
ot alx Jedburgh teams operating in central France during the
summer of 1944 Although World War II is best known for |{ts
large scale conventional military campaigns involving
hundreds of thousands of soldiers, sailors, aviators, and
marines, there was a signitficant eftort by a relatively few
bold individuals to defea. the enemy via covert means. The
Jedburghs were part of the covert war emploved by the Western

Allies.

"JEDBURGHS"

Jedburghs were specially trained three-man teams,
consisting of two offlcers and a radio operator, destined to

parachute behind enemy lines In France, Belgium, and Holland

Auria & -
\Y ]

. - &1 .
Uuring v

s liveration of northwestern Europe. One of the
oftficers was a native of the country to vialch the team
deployed, while the other was an American or British officer.

Jedburghs were soldiers and normally wore thelr uniforms

when deployed behind enemy lines. The Jedburghs would

establish contact with resistance groups and support these




groups with communications, supplies, and leadership, thus
link.ng the resistance groups with the Supreme Headquarters
Allled Expeditlionary Force (SHAEF).?*

The term "Jedburgh"” was the name of a project, which
envisloned using Allled soldlers to assist the resistance
forces in Nazl occupled Europe. The head of British Special
Operations Executlve (SOE) London Group, MaJjJor General C. ‘
McV. Gubbins, described the concept on 6 July 1942 in a note
to the Chief of the SOE Security sectlion st-ting:

A project i1s under considera*ion for the
dropping behind of the enemy lines, in cooperation
with an Allled invasion of the Continent, of small
parties of ofticers and men to ralse and arm the
civilian population to carry out guerrilla
activities against the enemy’'s lines of
communication. These men are to be recruited and
trained by SOE. It is requested that "Jumpers"” or
some other appropriate code name be allotted to
this personnel.®

On 7 July 1942 the Chiet ot SOE Security provided the code
name "Jedburghs" to this prolject.?®

The Awmerican and British chiefs of staff formed an
agreement In September 1942, which basically consolidated the
British and American efforts to support the resistance forces
in noribwestorn Eurvpe. This joined the American Offlice of
Strategic Services' (0SS) special operations (S0) London
otfice with the London Group of SQOE to coordinate this Jjoint

etfort. SOE/SO, as it was known, became the Joint

headquarters. The recruitling of Jedburgh volunteers however,




tollowed separate lines, with the British recruiting from the
British armed forces and the Americans recruiting from the
American military.*

Serious planming for Jedburgh operations did not
begin until eariy 1943, when the necessary staff coordination
proposals between SOE, OSS and the Chief of Staff for the
Supreme Allled Commander (COSSAC), began. The purpose of
this statf coordination was to receive the COSSAC'S approval
to conduct behind the line operations with resistance forces
in conjunction with the invasion of France. Lieutenant

General Frederick E. Morgan, COSSAC, approved the SOE

o A 4O T3
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Chiefs of Statf Committee and stated:

I have discussed with SOE their proposals for
establishing shortly betore D-day:

a. Small SOE staffts and Signal Sections at
Headquarters of Armies, and SOE representatives
at Headquarters of Army Groups and of the Supreme
Commander, for controlling rusistance groups.

b. Reserve teams of personnel (JEDBURGHS) to
be kept in this country for use after D-day, to
provide, if necessary, suitable leadership and
equipment for those resistance groups found to be
in need ot thenm.

I have agreed in principle to these proposals,
and request that the Chiefts of Statft instruct the
War Office to prepare the detailed establishments
and arrange, at the appropriate time, for the
transfer to SOE of any personnel necessary.®

The British Chiets ol Statt Committee approved General

Morgan's request for establishing and manning the Jedburgh

project .*




Major General R.W. Barker, Deputy Chief of Statf to
the Supreme Allied Comwander, indorsed the OSS proposals and
forwarded them to Lieutenant General J.L. Devers, U.S.
Theater Commander, o approved the proposals on 24 August
1943. The OSS proposals were very similar to the SOE
proposals. They included having personnel on the statts ot
U.S. armlies to coordinate and control, through SOE/SO,
resistance groups' activities and the establishment and
manning of the project.”

Nine months before the invasion of France and
operation OVERLORD, the Jedburgh project had much work ahead
it

Tm addiblian
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E . enning, the recruitment and training
of personnel had te be done. By the end of November 1943,
the OSS recruiting efforts were largely completed for the
European Theater. The recruiting process took place thr.ugh
the Army's Adjutant General's Office. The initial results
produced 6% Jedburgh officer volunteers, many from the
Airborne Command; 62 Jedburgh radio operator volunteers, from
the Army Signal Schools in Fort Monmouth, New lersey and Camp
Crowder, Missouri: and 654 Army staff officers, selected to
111 the special forces detachments scheduled to assist the
army headquarters.®

The American Jedburgh officer and radio operator

volunteers arrived in the United Kingdom in late December

1943. The officers underwent an assessment process to

determine their suitability for the project. Thirty seven




otfticers qualified to continue the project and were sent to
Scotland for their initial training. The radio operator
volunteers started thelr training at a communications school
in the United Kingdom. After one month of wireless
telegraphy (W/T) training, 46 radio operators remained. On 5
February 1944 the officers and radio operators converged at
their new training facility, Milton Hall, where all of the
Jedburghs trained together. Militon Hall lies four miles
north of Peterborough, England, approximately 60 miles north
or London. As of February 1944, Milton Hall became the home

of the Jedburghs.®

The J
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ghurgh prolect planned ¢ recruil and train
approximately 300 personnel to man the operational teams.
The United States and Great Britain each prouvided an equal
number of offlicers, approximately 650 each. France, Belgium
and Hoiland supplied one officer per team targeted in those
countries. The United States and Great Britain closely split
up the requirements for the W/T enlisted weu, about 50 each.
In addition to the operational teams, support staffs required
close to 260 officers and men. These personnel would man the
SOE/50 headquarters in London and the special forces
detachments assigned to the tield armiea.2®

The Jedburgh project was a "start from scratch”
operation. Although the concept was initiated in mid 1942,
serious development of the organization, which would enact

the concept, did not begin until late 1943 with the




recruitling initiative. The Jedburgh team's tralning did not

begin until Januvary 1944, just six months pricr to OVERLORD.

The purpose of the recruiting and training was, according to
the B 3ic Jedburgh Directive of 20 December 1943, to tield
Jedburgh teams that would:
«..provide a strategic reserve for creating and

controlling otftensive action behind the enemy lines

on and after D-day where existing communications,

leadership, organization, or supplies are inadequate,

and for carrying out additional specific tasks

demanded by the military situation.2?
Givenr the short amount of time to get the Jedburgh project
cit the ground, it is remarkable that this special operations
initiative succeeded in dispatching qualified teams. In all,
approximately 93 Jedburgh missions dropped into France during
the summer and fall of 1944. Twenty-one Jedburghs died

during these missions.®®

Jedburgh missions encompassed a wide variety of

tasks, whick ranged from organizing, equipping, and tralning
resistance groups in guerrilla warfare, to providing a
communication link between resistance groups and the Supreme
Allied Commander. The objective of employing the Jedburgh
project however, was (o reduce the German‘s combat
eftectiveness in northwestern Eurepe. Examples of Jedburgh
tasks from the Basic Jedburgh Directive of 20 December 1943

included:

Rail! cutting; attacks on enemy road vehicles,
including transport parks; misdirecting, delaying
and dislaocating Panzer Division movements;
destruction ot telecommunications; ligquidation of
enemy commrands and statff, through attacks of staftf
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cars, small administrative detachments, and rear

installations; interference with enemy supplies

(military depot only); sabotage of enemy aircraft,

attacks on planes, supplies and pilots oft duty;

deastruction of eleciric power points used for

military purposes; demolition of minor bridges, or

premature demolition of major bridges already

prepared by the enemy; preservation otf vitai points

for later use by Allied armies; attacks on ratlway

installations; attacks on locomotives and rolling

stock, without causing lasting damage.*®

. There were several types of targets that the
Jedburghs were not to attack: Industrial facilities, public
utiljty installations (other than those used for military
purposes), shipping, and major bridges not already prepared
for demolition by the enemy. The Jedburghs were not primarily
inteiligence agents, but would report intelligence
intormation they observed in the course of their mission.
Simply put, Jedburghs were strategic assets, trained as a
"Jack-of-all-trades” team, and employed against tactical
targets . **
The Jedburgh's command and control in January 1944

was quite simple. As 3 strategic asset, there was littie

overhead between the Jedburgh team in the field and Supreme

[+ %
o
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Headguartsers Allied Expe
simply beinsg the SOE/SO London Group headquartcrs, which

- later changed names to Special Forces Headquarters (SFHQ) on
1 May 1944. The name change provided better operational
security and better relations between SFHQ and the more

conventional forces of the military.®




By July 1944, the liberation of France was in
progress. Control of most of the resistance forces in France
shitted from SFHQ to the Etat-major des Forces Francaiges de
l'Intericur (EMFFI). General Koenig, a personal friend and
supporter of De Gaulle, commanded the EMFFI. This change ot
control technically placed the Jedburgh teams under control
of the EMFFI, but in reality the Jedburgh teams continued to
operate on beghait ot SFHQ, which provided the resources for

EMFFI to tunction.**

"BACKGROUND OF THESIS"

L Rt ol v e Bl
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account of six Jedburgh teams, Hugh, Hamish, Tan, Andy,

Ivor, and Alec. The activities ot the Jecdburgh teams have
only recently been made avasilable to the public through
declassified ofticial war reports. Prior to the late 1970s,
most of the specific actions of the teams remained
classified. The declassified otticial war reports provide a
unique primary source of information, which greatly helped in
understanding the specific missions and tasks of each team.
Also, the reports provide a first hand account by team
members of their efforts. I relied extensively on the
material in these official Jedburgh war reports.
Additionally, through correspondence with several of the team
members, 1 received valuable information which expanded the

scope of those reports.




The research question answered in this thesis is:
"How effective were the six Jedburgh teams at accomplishing
their mission/tasks?” I used one criteria to measure
effectiveness, which was, did the Jedburgh team accomplish
what SFHQ instructed the team to do? I compared what the
teams reported to have accomplished to what SFHQ expected of
the teams. 1If the Jedburgh team accomplished what SFHQ
ordered the team to complete, | determined the team to be
effective. If the team failled to accomplish what SFHQ
expected ot the team, I determined the team to be
inettective.

During tha comparison procass howaver, some tasks
levied by SFHQ could not be performed. Since the activity
SFHQ tasked was already complete, the Jedburgh team was
unable to fultill SFHQ's tasking. In those cases I chose to
disregard that particular task. 1In short, if the team was
unable to complete a task because of circumstances beyond the
team's control, I did not consider the task in determining
the team's eftectiveness.

Although I note enemy killed and captured, equipment
destroyed, and convoys disrupted, I did not consider these
results in determining effectiveness. There i3 very little
substantive information with which to determline how effective

the Jedburghs were at engaging the enemy. Most of the

information I researched provided a one-sided view. There




were no un-blased reporters covering the covert war raging
behind the lines in France during 1944 to objectively report
on how each side did.

In reading this thesis, one will recognize that the
gslx gJedburgh teams studied were generally effectlve at
accomplishing the mission and tasks assigned to them. This
is because the original concept of the Jedburgh project
presented such a broad range of tasks, that the mission and
tasks assigned the six teams, as well as what they actually
did, easily addressed and satistfied the original concept of

the project.

"SITUATION IN FRANCE"

Hitler's Nazi war machine quickly overran and
defeated the French Third Republic during May and June of
1940. This deteat was a tremendous blow to the French
people, who were subsequently subject to the influence of
Hitler and his Third Reich.

Hitler oftered France an armistice in June, 1940 that
provided for a government by Frenchmen; this government was
referred to as the Vichy government. In effect, Hitler let
the French govern themselves, but there was a great deal of
influence from the various German party or government
agenc!es. The German Army of occupation was initially
recsricted to the area of the Atlantic coast and the northern

regions ot the country, basically three-tifths ot France. On




11 November 1942. Hitler ordered his troops to cross the
demarcation line and occupy the remaining two-fitths of
France because of the successes of the Anglo~-American landing
in North Africa.2?

Organized resistance to the Vichy government during
the tirst year was almost nonexistent. Resistance did not
occur initially because of the hopeless situation many
Frenchmen experienced due to their deteat; the walt-and-see
attitude towards the Vichy government; and the general chaos
of national defeat by an anciernt foe. There was also a
segment of the French public that willingly supported the
right-wing traditionallst and authoritarian politicians of
the Vichy government .*®

French resistance towards the Vichy government and
the Germans began to develop in 1941. Some significent
events which initiated this chsage were Germany's invasion of
Russia in June 1941, Hitler's ¢allure to defeat Great
Britain, and the support rendered by the United States to
Great Britain. Specitically, it was French communism that
mobilized a solid block of Frenchmen against the Vichy
government and Hitler, because of Germany's attack on
communist Russia. Additionally, the success of Operation
TORCH (Anglo-American landings in North Africa), which
resulted in the Allled occupation of French colonies,

kindled French hopes tor their own liberation. By 1944 most




Frenchmen understood the situation thelr country was in and
made a decision to support the resistance movement or the
Vichy government, with its links to Germany.!®
The final German inspired Vichy government act that
drove most Frenchmen towards the resistance was the forced
labor dratt in 1943/44. The purpose of this draft was to
place young Frenchmen in German factories to £i11 the -
shortage of German manpower. It led to a massive tlight of
young Frenchmen to the mountains and forests of central and

southern France to escape thias slave labor policy.®°

"AREA OF OPERATIONS"

The six Jedburgh teams considered here operated in
tour French departments, Charente, Yienne, Indre, and the
Cher. These devartments are located approximately 150 miles
south of Paris and south of the extenslve Loire River. The
major cities of these departments are Angouleme in the
Charente department; Poltiers in the Vienne department;
Chateauroux in the Indre department; and Bourges in the Cher
department. [map page 1T]

The Charente department is 2,298 square miles in area
and is primarily rural., Agriculture is extensive with wheat,
corn and fodder crops being grown along with vineyards, for

wine making. There was limited industry in the form of

paper-works and ftood canning in Angouleme.,®™?




cultivated plants. Aside from Poitiers, Chatellerault is the
other town in the department of any size. The smaller towns
throughout the department serve primarily as agricultural
markets.**

The Indre department {s 2,617 square miles in area
and also rural, with an agricultwral region in the northeast.
The southern part of the department is hilly and wooded, the
woods evtend through the central and into the northern part
of tlie departmenti. The wesiern region of the Indre, known as
the Brenne, i{s marshy and covered with many small lakes. The
limited Industry in the department is localized, mostly in the
Chateauroux area."*®

The Cher department is 2,793 square miles in area and
rural in nature with woodlands in the north and western
regions. Agriculture 1s widespread throughout the department

and congsists of wheat farming, bee keeping, cattle ralsing,

—

ard viticulture. Sargaant Loosmore, of .

edburgh teasm(=) Andy

|
The Vienne department is 2,699 square miles In area
and is essentially rural, with abundant forests and woodlands,
Vegetables, fodder crops, fruit, and cereals are the primary
and Ivor, recalled the Cher as being falirly tlat with many
woods, forests and huge fields. He also observed that the
main roads were fairly straight, but the side roads wound
between hedges, making the region ideal for ambushes.®+

The four departments in which the Jedburgh teams

operated appeared to be quite suvitable for guerrille




operations. Being mostly rural, wooded, and primarily
agricultural; the Jedburghs and resistance forces made good
use of this terrain to hide and maneuver against the enemy.
According to Sergeant Loosmocre, resistance forces lived in
the tarm buildings and torest shelters in the Cher
department. It is very likely the resistance forces

conducted themselves similarly in the other departments.®®

"THE ENEMY"

Since the Jedburgh teams operated to the rear of the
German main combat forces, they rarely encountered
conventional German forces. Instead, the Jedburgh's main
threat came from the German rear area security torces,
elements of the German 64th Corps, and the Milice, which were
counterinsurgency forces of the Vichy government. The ranks
of the Mllice came from those Frenchmen that supported the
Vichy government and opposed the "terrorists™ (the term the
Germans and Vichy government attributed to the resistance
forces). Elements of the German 64th Corps became a threat,
as well as the primary target, of the Jedburghs and
resistance forces when the corps began its withdrawal from
southwestern France. Although the French police occasionally
posed a threat to the Jedburghs and resistance, most of the
time the police lgnored or actually assisted the resaistance

forces .®"®




The German rear area security apparatus in the
Charente, Vienne, Indre, and Cher departments was typlcal of
the German military government of France. Accordingly, each
French department quartered a German Feldkomma ntey or
Verbindunggstab headguarters. Generally, the
Feldkommandantur headquarters were found in occupied France,
while the Verbindungsstab headgquarters were found in
unoccuplied, or Vichy France. No signifticant difference in
manning or purpose existed between these headquarters. These
headquarters were basically a military adminlatratlion
organization consisting of approximately 2,000 personnel and

uguslly commanded by 2 ceoleonel or bri

gadier general, Theace
units were responsible for maintaining order, protecting
lines of communications, guarding supply and equipuent dumps,
and additjonal duties as assigned in their department.
Feldkommandantur 887 headquarters was in Angouleme, Charente
department. Feldkommandantur 677 headquarters was in
Politiers, Vienne department. Verbindungsstabhe 3830
headquarters was in Chateauroux, Indre department.
Feldkommandantur 776 headquarters was In Bourges, Cher
department . ®7

Elements of the 64th German Corps became the main
target ot the Jedburghs and resistance torces in August 1944.

Accordingly, this German unit presented the greatest

challenge to the existence of the resiasatance as (t withdrew




through the Charente, Vienne, Indre, and Cher departments
during August and early September 13944,

Somewhere between 50,000 to 100,000 soldters,
saflors, and airren participated in the withdrawxl of the
64th corp.. These units left southwestern France In mld
August with the intent of linking up with the 19th German
Army near Dljon, France., Oily two Infantry divisions were
part of the withdrawal, the 159th and the 16th. Most of the
combat power had been earlier diverted to Normandy, thus
the 64th corps was nct a typical front line combat unit. For
example, the 1549th Infantry Dlvislion was poorly tralned,
lacked all types of heavy weapons, and certain supplies,
according to ites commander. In effect, the 64th corps was an
ad-hoc grouping of various units to conduct a withdrawal.®™®

When the 64th corps entered the Vienne department,
the corps moved in three march groups. These groups were
reorganized In the Poitiers area to accommodate Army Group
G's desire to evacuate the combat units first, In late August
1944 three new groups tormed, the firat beling a motorized
group consisting of 24,000 personnel primarily from the 159th
Intantry Division. The second march group consisted of 6,000
bicycle mobile personnel. The third group, cormanded by
General Elster, consisted of approximately 18,000 foot mobile

personnel., This last group included about 6,000 personnel

each from the army, navy, and Luftwaffe.®™®




o)
B

1
Aurillag Lo Fu;

. .- 46 * w33

AR - .
S Aprive Braangon

. Dl'll\l
3 6
Hice

83 o

Marseilis Draguignana

.
s Département capital 66 Perpiguan

@ Centre metropolitain

Map 1. French departments

rtments Jedburgh team
4 1¢ Chareonte Ian
%# 18 Cher Ivor, Alec
# 23 Creuse
# 36 Indre Hugh, Hamish,
Andy

37 Indre-et-Loire

41 yoir-et-Cher

8¢ Vienne lan
87 Haute-Vienne

* % W &




CHAPTER ONE

ENDNOTES
2 John Mendelsohn, ed., Covert Wartfare Intelligence,
Counterintelligence, and Military Deception During the World

War I Era 18 vols. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 3:
it.

* Ibid., i.
* 1Ibid., t.

4 M.R.D. Foot, SOE In France An Account of the ¥ork of
;g Br 1;15 g cial Operatjons Executive in France 194( 44

r
ondon: jocsty's Stoticonery QOffice, 1068}, 2%,

. -\

& Mendelsohn, Covert Warfarve, 3: xiv.
® 1Ibid., xiii, xiv.

T 1Ibid., xiv, xv; R. Harris Smith, 0SS The Se:ret
History ¢t America's First Central Intelligence Ageacy
(Berkeley: University ot California Press, 1972), 28. The
0SS wasz made up of two branches, thke Secret Intelligence
Branch (S1) and the Special Operations Branch (S0). The SI
branch worked primarily with espionage, the secret collection
of intelligence related intormation. The SO branch worked
primarily with sabotage and liaison with resistance or
underground movements.

® Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: xx,xxi.

® 1Ibid., xxii,xxili, 1i1; Glyn Loosmore, letter to
author, 17 March 14991. The British radio operators underwent
morse and code training at Henlv-on-Thames. Part of the
operaitors eventually moved to Dunbar, Scotland to practice

transmitting with these at Henly-on-Thames. Apparently the
Jedburgh radio did not work well over short distances.

1o Mendelsohn, Covert Wartare, 3: xiii, xvi.

2 Ibid., il.




i® Ibid., 39,242. Some Jedburgh teams deployed more
than once. Team George participated in two misslons to
France, the fourth and 56th Jedburgh missions. Six teams
dropped into Holland. 1In all, approximately 99 Jedburgh
missions took place in France and Holland; Foot, SOE In

France, 33, 34.

i® DMendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: v.

i4 Ibid., iv.

1% Foot, SOE In France, 32,37, 38.

18 Jbid., 385, 33.

7T Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 5: xi.
18 Ibid., xi.

i® Ibid., xi.

2o Ibid., xii,xiti.

*+ Encyclopaedia Britannica, 16th ed., s.v. "Charente."

®"® PFncyclopaedia Brjtannica, 15th ed., s.v. "Vienne."
®* Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th ed., s.v. "Indre.”

VY4 Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th ed., s.v. "Cher.";
Loosmore, letter to author, 17 March 1991,

=e Yoosmore, letter to author, 17 March 198%.

8% Mendelsohn, Covert Wartfare, 5: xiij; S.J. Lewis,
"Jedburgh Team Operations in Support of the 12t% Army Group,
August 19447, drait ms., Combat Studies Institute, U.S. Army
Command and General Staft College, Fort Leavenworth, 18-20.

®¥ Lewts, "Jedburgh Team Operations™, 18-20; "German
Military Government of France 1944", unpublished document
from the holdings of Dr. S.J. Lewis, Combat Studies
Institute, Fort Leavenworth, 1-7,

%% Friedrich Dernen, "159th Infantry Division 1939 - 15
September 19447, B-530: 3; Kuit Schuster, "The LX!'V Army
Corps in the Period from August to November, 19447, A-885: 4.
Approximately 100,000 Germans, including 2,000 women, fell
under the control of the 64th Corps in early Aupust 1944, Not



all of the Germans evacuated southwestern France. Some
stayed to defend the "fortress" areas of La Rochelle and the

mouth of the Gironde River.

8% Gugtav Seiz, "Withdrawal of Rear Guard, 159th From
Bordeaux to Poitiers”, B-423: 3.

-20_




CHAPTER TWO

TEAM HUGH

Team Hugh had the distinction of being the tirst
Jedburgh team dispatched to France .rom the United Kingdom.
Hugh received this distinction as they parachuted inio the
Indre department of Central France during the early morning
hours of 6 June 1944 - the beginning of Operation OVERLORD.
The team included one Britiabh officer, Captain (Sir) William
Crawshay, and two Frenchaen, Captain Louls L'Helgouach and
Sub-Lieutenant Rene Meyer. Captain Crawshay led the team
while Sub-Lieutenant Meyer was the team's wireless telegraphy
(W/T) operatoer. Team Hugh would spend the nzxt three and
one-halt months successtully operating bebind enemy ijines
before they roeturned to Great Britain.*

The mission assigned team Hugh consisted of ser eral
tasks, which innluded contacting sgent "Samuel” (head of F-
section's SHIPWRIGHT circult), organizing amall resistance
groups, reporting to Special Forcves Headguarters (SFRQ) the
state of the reslatance forces Ly include potential,
personnel, leadwewrship, and arms, and coordinating with agent
"Samuel” on the switablili{ty of weetlng othor resistance

groups. The Jedburgha were to sssnist the Sritish Special Air
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Service (SiS) team "Bullbasket”™ advance party to establish a
base of operations for tollow-on SAS forces as well as provide
communjications for the advance party.®

Although SFHQ initially instructed team Hugh to avoid
organizing any large groups of resistance in team Hugh's
area, the task of avoiding large groups proved to be very
ditticult, as membership in the resistance swelled with the
advent of Operation OVERLORD. As wiil be seen, team Hugh did
more than assist SAS team "Bullbasket" and report on the
status of the resistance. They organized, trsained, supplied,
and coordinated the resistance’s actionms with the
reguirements o2 SF s

Following thelr brieting, team Hugh boarded an
aircrat”, along with two SAS officers ot team "Bullbasket",
late on the night ot 8 June. The guantity of equipment and
contaliners tilled the alrecratt to capacity, thus, cramping
the paratroopers and making for an uncomfortable flight.
During the two hour and torty minutes it took to iy from the
safety of Great Britain into the hazavrdous interior of
France, the aircraft encountered some flak when crossing the
French coastline, but sustained no damage. At 0140 hours on
6 June the two SAS offlicers jumped tirst followed by Captain
Crawshay, Captain L'Helgouach, and Sub-Lieutenant Meyer. The
drop zone, established by agent "Olive" (one of "Ssmuel's
sub-agents, who would he killed by the enemy near Eguzon the

following night) and tour aszistants, proved to be barely




adequate for the jump. The team members narrowly missed
landing in woods, while the impact of landing destroyed one
rucksack's contents. The equipment containers were spread
over two kilometers, which further cowplicated the recovery
of this pracious material.*
Team Hugh's area of operations centered on the

town of Chateauroux in the Indre department. Two major
transportation networks, rail and road, ran noerth and south
through the team's area. Chatcauroux served as a hub for
several major highways, and one railroad line, all running
generally north and south. The natural line of communication
for road and rail followed Limoges - Chateaureux - Crleans.
About 50 miles west of Chateauroux lies the town of Poitiers,
which is part of another (more imporiant) north and south
rall and road network. This transportation netwerk's natural
line of communication runs from Bordeaux - Poitiers - Tours,
[map page 37] These transportation networks would prove to
be important withdrawal routes for ths German 64th Corps as
it departed southwestern France. Team Hugh and the
resistance would dedicate the majority of their efforts to
hinder the German's use of these transportation networks.®

Later in the morning of 6 June, the Jedburghs
announced their successtul infiltration to SFHQ via the team's
W/T. Team Hugh was 3o busy their first five days in France
that they slept little. Many ot thelr duties required

inspecting Maquis groups throughout the department. So much
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travelling took a considerable time because of the
precautions team Hugh followed, since they were behind enemy
lines. The three Jedburghs encountered the enemy on numerous
occasions. For example, in one situation the Germans shot
and killed a resistance liaison offlcer as he was leaving a
cafe. Captain Crawshay, who was still inside the cate,
escaped out of a rear exit.®

Team Hugh assessed the various resistance
organizations they encountered. They also arranged and
supervised the reception committee for SAS team "Bullbasket”
on the nights ot 8 and 9 June and assisted the SAS in
establishirng their base of operation near Lussac-les-Chateaux
(the closest, yet satest area for interdicting their target).
On the night ot 12/13 June team Hugh established the
reception site for Jedburgh team Hamish. The team also
identitied drop zonu2s for future use and organized the
various resistance groups.”

On the atternoon of 6 June, team Hugh met with agent
"Samuel ” and Chief of the Armee Secrete of Indre. "Surcout”,
to coordinate a sultable base ot operations for SAS team
"Bullbasket". As a result of this meeting, the SAS oftficer
in charge accepted the task to concentrate his eftorts to
interdict the rail line running through Poitiers (Bordeaux -
Poitiers - Tours). Primary tactors considered for the

employment of the SAS were, keeping team integrity,

recognizing this line of communication as the more difficult




target and more important than Chateauroux, and kaowing
the resistance around Chateauroux appsared better organized
and capable ot keeping that rall line blocked. The
coordination completad, SAS team "Bullbasket" married up with
a resistance group, which maintained contact with agent
"Samuel", near Lussac-les-Chateaux on the evening of 9 June.®

With team Hugh's first task completed, the team
concentrated on another, reporting on the status of the
resistance. This task rapidly evolved into the »nriginal {dea
for which the Jedburghs were created - organize, supply,
train, and employ resistance forces behind enemy lines.®

It took three weeks for team Hugh to effectively
organize the separate resistance groups in the Indre
department. However, during a two day conference, on 25/26
June, with all the various resistance leaders, the Jedburghs
tacilitated the estabiishment of a resistance framework with

which to engage the enemy. The Jedburghs became the conduit

by which the Etat-major des Forces Francajses de l'Interieur

(EMFFI)*° directed the various resistance groups in the Indre
department. As the Allied representatives in the Indre
department, team Hugh was in a position to bring the groups
together . 22

By mid-June the Jedburghs could account for
approximately 3,000 Maquis in the Indre department. About
hal?! were armed. These forces fell into three groups; company

and battalion size forces comprising the mobile forces of the
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Maquis; static elements under the control of numerous section
chiefs; and tndividuals who maintained their normal
employment, yet concealed weapons near their homes for
activafl i.. =“»sn »  <ggary.:®

=: 3 fntensa during this organization and
buiid-uv ~» . .<. The Jedburghs believed the potential for
large scale rvsi1stance organization was great because of the
numbers and enthusiasm of the resistance forces they met.
Hugh's request for more Jedburgh teams from SFHQ to assist in
organizing the Indre department initially produced teamn .
Hamish. More would arrive later. In the mean time, team
Hamish, F section's WRESTLER circuit, and service
d'atterrisages et parachutages (SAP), an RF section's
affiliate, assisted Hugh. Specifically, they contributed to
numerous parachute operations which brought in much needed
weapons and supplies. The presence of the Jedburghs and
their ability to request and receive arms and equipment for
the Maguis significantly enhanced the Maquis' growth and

etfectiveness. Team Hugh reported 500 rail cuts between 6

Juns and 8§ July to SFHQ., Due to ths Jedburghs training, rail |
cuts became more effective and economical.2?®

By early August, team Hugh's organizational effort -
provided tangible results, Their area of operations
increased to accommodate the growing resistance forces, which

numbered approximately 9,000. As a result of this growth,

team Hugh became the delegue militaire (military delegate, and
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as such a leader in the resistance) of the region of the
departments of Indre and Indre et Loire in early August,
This expanded Hugh's command and control problem, but
provided for the coordination of all resistance efforts in
the area. The team's 4 August message to SFHQ stated: "We
already have more work than we can handle comfortably."**
Jedburgh teams Julian and Ivor parachuted into France on 6
and 11 August respectively to assist team Hugh.2°®

SFHQ volced {ts concern in several of jts initial
messages to Hugh over the rapid growth of the resistance
torces reportad by Hugh. SFHQ believed that an overly rapid
Erowilhn would Cause probDlems wiih agentis, an inability to
suatain a large force, and maneuver. Infliltration by a
German agent or sympathizer could jeopardize the entire
resistance organitzation and the Jedburghs., SFHQ waz well
aware of SOE F circuits destroyed by German penetration.
Resupply of the Maquis could pose problems because of a lack
of aircraft, equipment, or priority. A 7 August message from
SFHQ to team Huzh stated: "we are working on your supply
requirementa hnt you muat renlize praesent great demands {rom
circuits near Brittany and Normandy."*®* Finally, hiding and
moving a large number of Maquis posed a probiem in itselt
because of the terrain.t”

Team Hugh soon encountered a more pressing problem

when they were nearly caught in a German pursuit of Visnne

resistance forces. On 3 July an SS infantry battalion



attacked SAS team "Bullbasket"” and their reststance torces in
the Vienne department. The attack devastated "Bullbasket”™.
Trapped, a third of "Bullbasket” were captured and shot, the
rest eventually exfiltrated via a SOE network. The
resistance forces fled the Vienne department into the Indre
department .2*

Around mid-day on 10 July the team evacuated their
headquarters because of a German threat brought on by the
resistance torces. Earlier that day the Germans attacked two
Maqulis companies hiding in the woods of Luzeralze and

Souvigny, just east of Belabre. [map page 38] These were

the twe unfortunate companies that had fled the Vienne
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department earlier in the month. Team dugh speculated that
poor Magquis security procedures allowed the Germans to pursue
the two Maquis companies, thus compromising Hugh's
headquarters. The Germans eventually broke ottt the pursuit,
while team Hugh and the resistance withdrew north towards the
Brenne.*"®

Team Hugh believed that the German attack on the
resistance and SAS team "Bullbasket" in Vienne resulted In
part because of "Bullbasket's™ method of operating. The
appearance of uniformed British SAS driving about the
countryside in jeeps, and attacking their forces was too much

for the Germans., The Germans successfully attacked the SAS




team., Team Hugh criticlzed the SAS operation stating:
This attack was mainly duve to the lack of
secupr ity shewn by the SAS who even at that early
stage paradod about the countryside in jeeps.®™®

Prior to the German's attack on "Bullbasket"”
and the Vienne resistance, Hugh could move about the
department and conduct thelr reconnaissance, resupply drops,
and organizational duties without meeting any large scale
Germen resistance. Although the Germans maintained
continuous pressure on the Magquis, it was not enough to
preclude the Jedburghs, using certaln precautions, to get
out and travel.®:

Towards the end of July, atter having consolidated
the scattered resistance forces and reduced resistance
attacks ageinst the Germans, team Hugh's resistance forces
increased their offensive tempo. Prime targets for the
resistance became small German convoys, which took no
precautlon againat the Maquis. As the Maquis's success rate
went up, the Germans began taking more precaution by moving
in large convoys. However, identification ot these convoys
by Hugh led to aerial bombing by the Allies, which according
to team Hugh proved tc be etfective.%®

August proved to be the time for increased activity
by the Maquis and their supporiing Jedburghs. SFHQ passed
Hugh activation code messages on 26 July, tforewarning Hugh to
prepare the Maquis for increaded activity and listen tor the

messages, The wait was not long, for the British




Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) began broadcasting the
activation messages In August and the Maquis responded with a
great number of local actions. 7The messages were keyed to
specific targets for destruction: (first, raflways - "Une

Femme fagotte"; second, telephonezx - "Ne tolatrez pas le
matin"; third, roads - "Quasimodo est une fete"”; fourth,

Intensive guerrilla activity but not open wartare "Le Xeres
est up vin d'espagne”. However, in Indre department, the
railways had lon, been !{mmobilized by resistance sabotage and
air attacks, so they focused on other activities.»*

Being ever astute tc what went on their reglion, Hugh
found out that the Germans intended to destroy the electric
power station at Eguzon. This was a2 very important source ot
hydroelectric power in France and would not be easgily

repalred. The Maquls immediately isolated the area, but was

unable to dislodge a heavily armed German force occupying the
tacility. Thus, team Hugh requestad an airborne unit be
dispatched to assist the team in driving out the Germans =pnd
securing the facility. SFHQ responded by sending Americar
Operations Group (0OG) Patrick. The Germans soon withdrew
without damaging the plant, which the Maquis then occupied.™*
On 18 August 1944 the 64th German Corps received
or.ers from Army Group G to evacuate soutawestern France.
Prior to this the 64th Corps had relocated its headquarters

from Bordeaux to Poitiers on 10 August. This set in motlion

the movement of thousands of troops and their equipment




tow rds team Hugh's area. The major routes of withdrawal led
through Tours, thus skirting the Indre departmexnt. One of
the primaiy routes ran through Poitiers (Vienne department),
Just west of Fndre department. Another ran from Tours
eastward to Orleans, Just north of the Indre department.
However, with the U.S. Third Army stretched along thes Loira
River, the Tours route became more dangerous. Also, the
Germans sought alternate routes to expand their withdrawal
zone and minimize damage from air attacks. These routes
began to cross the Indre as the Germans began avoiding the
nerthern areas, away from the American presenrce north of the
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Team Hugh's success in organizing and supplying the
Maquis partially resulted from the German's lack ¢t
interest in the indre. The Germans up to mid August were
apparently satisfied with their existing lines o?f
communications. As such, the Germans did not direct mauch
attention to the department, which allowed the Maquis to
develgp.®®

Teaw Hugh estimated that in late August the Germans
had between 60,000 and 100,000 troops yet to pass around or
eventually through the Indre area during their withdrawal.
This in mind, Hugh implemented a two part strategy to attack

and disrupt the German movewents. The tirst objective was to

interdizt all routes of withdrawal in and around the

department. Interdicting these routes wounld force the enenv
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to travel In large convoys along fewer routes, but would
increase their vulnerability to air attacks the Jedburghs
would request. Secondly, since one of the German major
routes ran just north of the department, team Hugh
ccordinated the movement of sevaral Magquis units north to
attack the enemy. The team had at its disposal aberut §,000
armed Maquis divided into twelve battalions and several
smaller groups.®?

With the tactical plan in place, Captain Crawshay
tlew back tce London to coordinate this final operation with
SFHQ. Hjis exfliltration and subsequent intfiltration took
place via an SFHQ sponsored aircratt (Dakota operation).®=®
In London Captain rawshay discussed the following issues
with SFHQ: the disposition of his forces and their targeted
areas, a nee¢ for more bombing missions dedicated to the
Iindre department, = quicker response time tor those missions,
and the need for an American force to enter the department
and support the tactical plan. An American column did not
arrive; theilr combat remained north of the Loire River.
Allied air strikes nontinued, but not frecquently enough,
accoiding to team Hugh, to hit targets located by the team.=*® l

Captaiix Crawshay returned to the team around 4
September after arriving in Limoges via a Dakota operation.
By 10 September the Germans were essentially gone from the
Indre department. Team Hugh reported to SFHQ on 10 September

that the Indre and attached areas of Indre et Loire were
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entirely liberated. After compleling a few weeks of liaison
with Allied Forces in the region, team Hugh departed France

and returned toc England around 23 September 1944, ®°

"TEAM HUGH - CONCLUSION"

{n all, team Hugh faired very well and accomplished
all of its assigned tasks. Being the firsat team to
intiltrate from England, team Hugh had more time than most
other Jedburgh teams to develop its region. Another factor
that helped the team organize and sustaln the resistance was

the relative lack of German interest in the Indre department.

Howevar, once the massive German withdrawal began and spilled
into Hugh's department, Hugh was able to employ a sizable and
well-equipped force of some 9,000 Maquis. The Maquis
hindered the movement of German lorces that were desperately
trying to avold being encircled by the Western Allies. This
impediment caused delays, and the loss of men and equipment,
According to a German staff afficer from the R4th Cerman
Corps:

The entire operation was noticeably delayed
by the fact th-t a march through the area ot
Montlucon - Limoges - Chateauroux, which would have
meant a notable short-cut, and consequent saving ot
time - was rendered impossible by territorial
obstacles and the activities ot the French
resistance movement, becoming more lively just then
and furnished now with arms by the Allies. All
movement therefore had to be carried out with
Poitiers as its plivot, with the trcops passing
through Bourges and Nevers.®2




It is diffticult to quantifty the damage inflicted on
the Germans by Jedburgh operations. The difficulty lies in

the nature of the Jedburghs mission, which was guerrilla

warfare. As such, there were no forward line of operations,
objectives to seize, or areas to hold. Guerrilla wartare
produces great uncertainty for the occupying power, the
Germans in this case. The Germans reaction io the uncercain
situation in many of the French departments resulfed in the
Germans wasting their limited resources. When the Germans
were uncertain as to the szecurity of the Indre departaent,
they elther concentrated a strong force to engage the
resistance, thus reducing combat power elsewhere, or
attempted to pass unprotected, which often resulted in a
successful Maqui:s ambusk. Either way the Germans lost.
Team Huih reported on 12 August that:
Maquis rttacked Boche outpest at Chambon near

Ville Dieu. Captured all 15 Germans there plus 1

cannon and heavy MG No maquis losses. 4 or 5

similar successful incidents take plrce every day

but we have not the t'‘me to report them.>*®
Such reports emphasize the presaure placed on the Germans in
their supposedly saife rear areas. These action:; supported
the Allied invasions (CVERLORD and DRAGOON). Another example
of successful resistance action accurred when a column of
1,000 Gerwmans attempted to leave Chateauroux on 21 August.
The resistance ambushed the column killing over 200 Germans

and capturing 100 vehicles, while sustaining minimal

losses .=




Team Hugh's mission was twofold: assist SAS team
"Bullbasiket"” establish a viable base of operation from which
to raid German lines of communication and contact and report
on the state of the resistance forces near Chateauroux. They
accomplished their mission and then some, The SAS team
eagsily married up with one o7 the resistance organizations
early in the operation. It appeared that the most difticult
portion of the mission was their requirement to report on the
status of the resistance, which quickly turned into
organizing and sustaining them.

This second task requivred the team to locate, meet,
and assess various resistance organizations. The chiet
problem facing the team was t« get these diftering
organizations to unite. By tuocusing the resistance against
their one common enemy, the Garmans, Captains Crawshay and
L'Helgouach united the Maquis. This problem was exacerbated
because of previous organizational =fforts by SOE agents, who
usuvally provided support based on political criteria, prior

to the arrival of the Jedburghs. Generally, agents from F

caction supplied non-Gaulliast wresi
communists, while agents from RF section supplied only
Gaullist resistance forces. Thus, some of these resistance

torces held opposing political views and struggled for post

octupation dominance,®*




The most important aspect ot the Jedburgh actionsg in
Indre department centered on the ability of the resistance to
apply enough pressure on the Germans to concentrate their
forces; once massed, team Hugh relayed accurate locations tor
the Allied air force to bomb.

Around the 23rd of September, 1944, team Hugh
returned to Great Britain to be debrieted by SFHQ. They were
probably flown out of Le Blanc, near the Indre and Vienne
border, for the short flight across the English Channel.

Mission complete, and a job well done.
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CHAPTER TWO
ENDNOTES

The members of team Hugh had operational code names
- as well as their true names. The French members usually had

a2 pnom de guerre. Listed below is some personal information on
the team members.

True name: Captain (Sir) William R. Crawshay
Code name: CROWN
Nationality: British

Promoted te acting Major while in France. He
received notice of the promotion via a normal wireless
transmission from SFHQ on 20 August 1944, Sir ¥illiam
Crawshay presently resides in Wales, United Kingdom. Prior
to the war Sir William Crawshay had lived in Paris where his
step-father was Ambassador.

True name: Captaln Louis L'Helgouach
Code name: FRANC

pom de guerye: Captain L. Legrand
Nationality: French

True name: Sub-~Lieutenant Rene Meyer

Code name: YONNE

Nom de gueryre: Sub-Lieutenant R, Mersiol
Nationality: French

Af.. # e ma . s o o aam b Y e e om o I LB o P, w: . T _ . _ .
mi . HUJ PIroaciitiy 1I'o3iUo3 113 viu3, l'l'ﬂlllaU
* Jobkrn Mendelaobn, ed., Covert Wasrfare Intelligzence,

Counterin and Wilitary Decepiion During the World
Wer 1] Era 18 vols. (Mew York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 3:
17.

®* 1Ibid., 17,18; M.R.D. Foot, SOE In France An Account

of the Work of the Br!lls__s.azciﬂ_mr_eugn_a_&mm_e_m
France 1940-44 (London: Her Majesty's Stationery Office,

1966), 122,404. Two F sectlon circuits; WRESTLED and SHIPWRIGHT
developed the area Hugh would operate in. SOE agent "Samuel”
headed ths SHIPWRIGHT circuit, which provided the reception




committee for Hugh. The use of estabiished F circuit agents
tor reception committees and inftial contact assisted the
Jedburgh's entry into France. F section circuit STATIONER
terminated with the capture of its leader. However, the
wireless operator and courler of that clrcuit took the
fnitiative to establish circuita WRESTLER and SHIPWRIGHT,
which essentially took over the responsibilities ot
STATIONER. Pearl! Witherington hkeaded circuit WRESTLER and
Avedee Maingard, cocde name "Samuel” headed circuit
SHIPWRIGHT. "Samuel's" organization assisted "Bullbasket” in
establishing its operational area. "Bullbasket” began its
operation with nearly 50 men. They operated against the
German rail and road line of communication between Bordeaux
and Tours by direct action and providing target intelligence
for the Allted air torces. According to Foot, the Germans
trapped team "Bullbasket” on 3 July, captured one-third of
the team and at once shot them. Mendelsohn's account of the
aftair is the W/T transmission from team Hugh to SFHQ on 7
July, which estimated the "Bullbasket” team lost 11 killed
and 35 captured. Note. The spelling of this SAS group by
Foot uses one "1" (Bulbasket) while Mendelsohn's Cavert
Warfaye uses two "1s" (Bullbasket). Since Mendelsohn's
volume 13 a reproduction of the ofricial war diary, 1 will
use his spelling in this document.

3 Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 21,87.
4 Ibid., 21,87,88; Pierre Lorain, Clandegstine
3 re.3 g!!g lgghnlggg_s. y t -

1944 (New York: Macmillian Publishing, 1983), 110,3511. The
Jedburghs used two types o2 containers to drop their arms and
equipment to the field. The type C container was about the
same size as a human body, opened in two along its length,
and had four handles to accommodate carrying on the ground.
It waz made from sheet-metal, ~ylindrical in form, and
reinforced by ribs. The type H container was about the same
gize a3 the C type, but less sturdy. It was made by
connecting tive sheet-metal drums together with two steecl

-~ i i [
rods. This contaliner could bes carvrisd in total or

disassembled, which allowed each separate drum to be carried.
8 Mendalsohn, Covert Wartsre, 3: 85,
s 1Ibid., 94.
T 1Ibid., 88.

® Ibid., 35,86. The Armee Secrete i{s an element of the
Forces Francaises de l'Interieur (FFI).

®* Ibid., 1.
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Foot, SOE In France, 33,358. On i July 1944 the
Etat-major des Forces Francaises de 1'lInterjeur (EMFFI)
became operational to command and control all resistance
forces in France that proviously were segregated between SOE
sections F and RF. French General Koenig, a supporter of de
Gaulle, led these forces. SFHQ coordinated with the EMFFI
and provided the resources for the EMFFI to conduct {ts
operations.

i1+ Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 89,91,95; Foot, SOE
In France, 237. Team Hugh spent much ¢f its time inftially
coordinating and organizing the various resistance
organizations., Hugh confronted three major groups,

were:

Deschelette, code name "Ellipse”, was the Delegue
Miljtaire Regional (DMR). The DMR was the local Gaullist
leader in the region. "Ellipse’s"™ representative in i2e
department was code named "Croc”. He was the Delegue
Miljtaire Departmental (DMD). Each of tkese men belonged to
the Forces Francaises de l'Interjeur (FFI).

Colonel Martel, alias " Commandan! Charles", was a

leader in the Qrganisation de Resistance de }'Armee (ORA).
The ORA was a reaistance organizetion in France comprised
of members of the dissolved armistice army.

Rolland was the Franc-Tjireurs et Partisans (FTP)
departmental chief. The FTP was the military wing of the
French Communist party.

Surcout, Chief of the Armee Secrete ot Indre
department and a member of the FFI.

which

2 Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 88, 90.
13 [bid., 92; Foot, SOE in France, 226. Service

d'atterrisages et parachutages, SAP, formerly called COPA,

was the main facllitater for receipt
equipment to the numerous resistance

RF section agents In southern France.

transportation for French agents and
between France and England.

and delivery of arms and

groups in contact with
SAP also arranged

politiciens to travel

14 Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 71.

18  Ibid., 96,97.

i® Ibid., T2.

1T  Ibid., 21,22,

*® Foot, SOE In France, 405; John Mendelsohn, Covert
Warfare, 3: 92,93; John Strawson, A History of the SAS
Regiment (London: Secker & Warburg, 1984), 284. According
to Strawson's book, mission "Bullbasket"” was the 1st
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SAS/Phantom consisting ot 55 troops. 37 casualties resulted
from a German SS attack on the base of which 33 troops were
captured and executed,

i® Mendelsohn, Covert Wartare, 3: 383.
% Ibid., 87,92,93.

®i  Ipid., 92.
== [bid., 96.
2 (hid., 69,97.

®4 Mendelsohn, Covert Varfare, 5: 89; Mendelsohn,
Covert Warfare, 3:98., Patrick was the tifth Operatlons Group
to be inftiltrated from Great Britain. Its mission was to
a3sist the resistance and preserve the hydro-electric power
plant at Eguzon., Secondary missions included attacking road,
rat]l, and communications targets, The group consisted cf
25 American soldiers: three officers and 22 enlisted men. In
addition to securing the power plant at Eguzon, Patrick
conducted numerous ambushes of German units. Patrick
returned to London via a C-47 on 13 September.

88 Kurt Schuster, "The LXIV Army Corps in the Perliod
from August to November, 1944", A-885: 3.

»® Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 108.

*T [Ibid., 10%1,

®* Foot, SOE Ip France, 88. The Westland Lysander was
a small well bujlt single-engine high-wing monoplane with a
crulsing speed ot 165 m.p.h. 1Its radius of action waz 450
miles when fitted with an extra tank. It could carry two
passengers easily and four in a crisis, besides the pilot.
Its total weight was close to tour-and-one-half tons. This
plane could land and take off over five or six hundred yards
of firm grass. Successfu) use of the Lysanders in 1941-42
demonstrated the feasibility of moonlit landings on open
tields In France. Thus, larger twin-engined aircratt were
brought into gservice such as the armed Lockheed Hudsons in
1943-44 and unarmed American Douglas Dakotas after D-day.
SOE successfully managed over one hundred pick-up sorties to
France in which over 250 passengers were delivered and 450
personnel brought out. Two Lysanders, one pilot, and two
agents were lost during those misslions.

*® Mendelsohn, Y w e, 3: 102,103,




30 Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 81,83,104. Although
the words on page 83 states "...and attaclied areas of Indre
and Loire..." the author believes this Is a misprint. It
should read "...and attached areas of Indre et Loire...” On
page 84 SFHQ responded to the team by stating
"...congratulations on liberation Indre and Indre et Loire."
Also, team Hugh never op-rated in the Loire department, which
is a considerable distance south-east of team Hugh's
operatlional area. Therefore, I used the more sensible
description "Indre et Loire"” vice "Indre and Loire™ in this
paper.

%2  Schuster, "LXIV Army Corp", A-885: 7.
3t Ibid., T74.

3 1Ibid., 79.

4 1bid., 88; Foot, SOE in France, xviit.




CHAPTER THREE

TEAM HAMISH

The fiftth Jjedburgh team dispatched to France from the
United Kingdom was {eam Hamish. This Jedburgh team spent
three and one-hal? months in France, befcre completing lts
mission and returring to Great Britain in late September,
1944. SFHQ deployed this team at the request of team Hugh,
which oracadad taam Hamish by one week. The team leader was
Awerican Lisutenant Robert M. Anstett, the French officer was
Lieutenant Rene Schmitt, and the American radio operator was
Sergeant L.J. Watters.?t

Team Hamish's mission consisted of several tasks, but
was primarily geared to organizing and supplying the
resistance forces in the southeast Indre department. SFHQ's
specitic tasks were: assist team Hugh in the organization
of resistance torces in the Indre department, focus c¢n
establishing separate groups of about 100 to 200 men »ach,
avoid organizing large groups unless ordered to do do,
report on the state ot the resistance forces to include
potential, arms, leadership, and personnel. They were also to
select landing zones for DC-3 alrcratt, and establish liaison
between the resistance forces and the SAS to l!acilitate the

SAS base of operations.™®




Team Hamish, like other Milton Hall based teams
alerted for a mission, received a briefing from SFHQ prior to
departure to ths air2ield. This briefing inclnded
finformation on the enemy ordar ol battle, location of
airtields, petrol dumps, vehicle parks, factories, police and
Gestapo locations, curfew restrictions, terraln nalysis with
an emphasis on lines 0?2 communi~ations, and descriptions of
other Allied agents in the Indre department.?®

During the night of 12/13 June 1944, tea— Hamish
parachuted onto a drop zone established by team dagh near
Beiabre. The “jump”™ altitude ¢i the aircrafi was Yoo low,
which r2sulted in a bad drop and three shaken Jedburghs.
Sergeant Watters seversly sprained both ankles upon impact.
This injury hampered his mobility to the extent that ke was
sti{11 unable to walk without limping several months later.*

Tean» Hamish stayed at a farm near Belabrs, where team
Hugh briefed them on the current 3ituation. K- h's area of

operztions was the Algurands - La Chatre sectc of outheast
Indre. [man page BQ9]1 The toam memhewrg moved te .heir
assigned sector on 15 June where they occupied a : zxhouse 156
kilometers north of Aigurande. The team would move its
headquarters frequently during the three and one-hal’ months
it stayed behind enemy lines. They left Aigurande to
relocate near St. Severe on 23 Jlune, where they stayed :intil

moving near Vijon on 8 July. Sometime around 22 July t am

Hamish moved near Beddes. The team did not report tk
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location ot its beadquarters until 10 September, then
reported at Is oudun. It is very likely they moved several
times between 22 July and 10 September.®

Resistance forces suppiied by team Hamish interdicted
two major rail/road lines of communication. The ’irst
being the rail line between Limoges and Chateauroux, which
team H»gh's forces also targeted. The road runaing Zrom
Chateauroux - Isscudun - Bourgazs became important during laute
August and early Septemker when the German withdrawal was at
its peak in the Indre. The interdiction effcrt resulted in
siowing down i he Germans withdrawal, tikus cuaus’ug more
casualties from ambushes and Allied aerial bombardment.®

On 17 June team Hamisk met with various resistance

groups to assess the strongth, training, and weaponry of each
group. Based on eariier reports from the resistance, the
team expected to find 550 armed men, of whom ¢nly 200 weres
trained. Team Hamish found this estimate to be far tuo low.
This proved inconsequential, however, since thera were many

man willine
mon wllling

to join the resistance. In 2ll meetingg the
Jedburghs were extremcly well received. The resistance
provided the Jedburghs transportation to meet other
resistance groups. During this period the resistance
practicaliy cont-olled the countryside, which made motor
travel fairly 2asy. Hcwever, the Germans occasionally

npgtrolled the roads, wiich wmade vesistance movement then

»ather dangerous.”




During team Hamish's initial visits to the various
resistance groups, the team recognized a potential probhlea in
unifying the groupas. The problem was political and cencerned
the leck of trust between the Gaullist and the communist
(FTP) groups. In an effort to solve this problem, between
the locel Gaullist and FTP leadera, team Hamish held a
meeting in Aigurande. During this meeting an accord was
established between the three, but it proved to be of littie
value, as the Gaullist and FTP groups resiazted cooperation
with eacia other. Although all resistance forces in Frarice
were to cooparate wilar the guidance of the FFI, local
rivalries continued to piague this cffort. The Jedburgh's
challenge was to constantly remind the local groups of their
chief enemy, the Germans. In doing so. thas Jacburghs
maintained some unity of effort directed against the
Germans .*®

Around 20 June the Germans attacked a wooded area
about two kilometers 2rom the team's safehouse near
Algurande. The Germans attacked this area based on their
use of direction tinding (DF) equipment. This attack almost
resulted in the capture of team Hamish's radioc operator,
Sergeant Watters, Resistance forces carried Sergeant
Watters, becaus® of his previous injury, into a field nearby
where he spent several hours waiting for the Germans to
leave. During this attack the Germans captured cne man,

killed two, and captured a car.®
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The strength of the resistance forces increased
greatly during team Hamish's stay. When the team arrived in
soutkheast Indre, the resistance forces numbered approximately
200 to 300 men. When the Jedburghs left in mid September
they claimed to have 3,000 fighting men with another 1,000
waiting tor arms. By 8 July team Hamish reported having
three battalionz at their disposal. Each battalion included
two completely trained and armed companies of 160 men
deployed and a third company in formation. Twe battalions
deployed near Vijon and the third near Aigurande.?®

Theeso compnanieg eoarried z variety of wesbpons:
plstols, Stens, carbines, sub-machine guns, Brens, rifles,
and bazookas. Due to supply constraints, SFHQ did not
provide certain weapons requested by the team, dbut the
Jedburghs mades do with what was available. Although
requested several times, team Hamish never recelived mortars
or heavy machine-guns. A message from SFHQ on 28 July stated
that mortars and heavy machine-guns were nol available.

Team Hamish reported that the resistance forces had numerous
accidents with weapons and vonsequently thz: team began
a policy to reduce these accidents., This policy prohibited
the resistance forces from carrying loaded gurs except while
on Zunrd or going into action.?

Team Hamish had to coordinate the actions of the
various registance groups employed against the Germans.

Besides working with the southeast Indre resistance, the
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team ventured into the northern Creuse department on 19 June
te examine its potential, as well as determine the fate of a
milltary mission reportedly capturad by the Germans.
The team received a werm weicome from the FFI chief. Team
Hamish assessed the group favorably and recommended a
Jedburgh team be dispatched to the Creuse. SFH2, howvever,
advised team Hamish that the Creuse was already scheduled to
receive support and that team Hamish should return to %‘he
southern Cher .*¥

Team Hamish was successful in finding & resistance
group in need of a Jedburgh team. The southern end of the
Cher department, near St. Amand, became their respcnsibility
on 31 Suly as authorized by SFHQ. The teza made contact with
Lieutenant Hubert, chief of 2 small FTP group of about 130,
near the end ¢t July. Consequently, the Jedburghs arranged
an arms supply drop for Lieuteinant Hubert in return for a
committment to support team Hamish. This support however,
only appliea to the Jedburghs because the FTP Lieutenant
would not join tke Gaullist forces in Indre. Other
resiatance groups soon sought out the Jedburghs to receive
similar support. Recognizing the potential in the southern
Cher, Hamish recommended that SFHQ dispatch a Jedburgh team
to assist that area. SFHQ sent Jedburgh team Ivor on the
night of 6/7 August to organize the resistance in the

gouthern Cher .:®




In late June the Jedburghs met with "Ellipse" and
"Croc”, DMR and Delegue Mjlitaire Departmental (DMOD, military
leader for a department) respectively of the FFl. The
purpose of the meo :%., was to pPlan the organization and
future employment ¢ .ae FFI. Team Hamish avoided
interfering with the resistance's internal security and
discipline, but observed them in practice. The Indre FFI
tried and executed one of its members found guilty of rape.
They also killed two other Frenchmen suspected of being
traitors. One of the latter was an old man from the town
of Gueret, who disclosed the location ot an FFI ambush to the
Germans, The other wag = Milicien found within the ranks of
the FFI. The resistance also maintained an extortion, or
wha¢ thsy termed a "police", organization which esxtracted
money trom collaboravors in the area.*>*

Team Hamish's organization matured between late June
and m.d-July. A typical day during this time generally found
Lievtenant Anstett maintaining the loglistics and
admiiistrati.a, Lieutenant Schmitt overseeing the training,
and Sergeant Watters recovering at their headqguarters.

During the mornings Lieutenant Anstett sought answers to SFHQ
queries and inventoried equipment recelved the nighkt before,.
Lieutenant Schmitt began training the forces at 0800 hours.

A coordination meeting between the team and FFI chiet
"Rober%" usually took place at 1100 hours. Problems such as

training methods, German agent infiltrations, and overational
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planning for targets were topics of discussion. At 1330
hours a member of the team monitored the BBC broadcast for
any messages that applied to the FFI or team Hamish.
Companies received their orders in the afternoon for upcoming
night attacks or drop zone reception missiongs. Other
afternoon activities included the i{nterrogation of enemy
prisoners, small unit maneuvers practiced and critiqued,
inspection of the Jedburgh's stores, and encoding messages
tor later transmission. Supper and monitoring of the second
BBC transmission took place at 1930 hours. It a resupply
drop took place that night, Lieutenants Anstett or Schmitt
accompanied the resistance party conducting the reception.
They usually departed around 2100 hours.®

Team Hamish reported that the training of the
resistance forces took place under the direction of
resistance officers and NCOs. The shortage of resistance
ofticers and NCOs, however, hampered the training of the
resistance troops. There were not enough resistance
"leaders” within the force to satisfactorily lead all the
resistance troops. The team attempted to solve this problen
in several ways. Lieutenant Schmitt employed the concept ot
"training the trainers”, as he conducted training classes for
the officers and NCOs. As an interim measure the team
orzanized a school for officers and NCOs. This school
trained members of the resistance who exhibited leadership

potential. The team requested that SFHQ send French otticers
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and NCOs to ti1l1l the leadership void. SFHQ did not dispatch
any French officers or NCOs, but Hamish did benefit from
General De Gaulle's mobilization order, which mobilized all
French officers and NCOs in France. Three officers vt superb
ahility and a number of good NCOs joined team Hamish's
resistance organization as a result of De Gaulle's order.**®

The resistance groups supported by Hamich outstripped
the ability of SFHQ to sustain them after 1 August. Hamish
reaceived approximately 40 plane loads of supplies between
mid-June and 1 August. But, between 1 August and 20
Septemwber they received only seven plane loads. A 23 August
message from Hamish to SFHQ stated that they had 700 men in
their FF! force without arms and at the same time had been
soli-~ited by others for arms and equipment. 1In one case 300
resistance volunteers went without arms bhacause the team and
SFHQ could not supply them. Not wanting to miss the
opportunity to help fight the Germans, this 30) man group
lett the Indre area in search of someone who could arm
them.t”

Besides the iack of qualified French officers and
NCOs within the ranks of the recruits and the tailure of SFHQ
to supply mortars and heavy machine-guns, team Hamish
encountered additional problems. During a resupply drop the
parachutes did not open on 12 containers. The rifles and
Brens in those contalners wers smached and rendered

unserviceable as a result of the impzct. Petrol was scarce
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because of German vationing, but the team occaslonally
augnented what petrol was available with petrol via air
drops. Maps suitable for planning small scale guerrilla
operations, particularly 1:50,000 scale, of the southeast
Indre were not available. This hampered some of the team's
operations. A more preasing problem was being attacked by
Ailied aircratt. To avoid strating by “"triendly"” aircratt,
the resistance forces painted white stars on their vehicles.
Hamish's message of 25 August requested SFHQ to inform the
Alr Corps to avoid strafing vehicles with the white stars on
them.1®
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the sawme I[reedom of
action that team Hugh did prior to the massive German
withdrawal in mid-August. The Jedburghs used bonfires for
their night resupply drops through the end of July. An early
report indicated the resistance groups practically controlled
their sector. A 27 June message from Hamish to SFHeQ reported
they could not step up guerrilla operations because they
could not tind any Germans to attack. The German's first
attack on the FFI came in mid-July, when two FFI trucks ran
into several German light armored cars near the town ot
Marembert. This engagement quickly escalated into a major
battle as the FFI employed 600 troops against the German
force of nine light armed cars and three truckloads ot

soldiers armed with 37mm cannon and several 20mm cannon. By

evening the Germans had withdrawn towards Chateauroux with



unknown losses. The FFI lost 15 killed and three wounded.
The Jedburghs did not intend ftor the FFI to engage the
Germans in this manner so early. Lieutenant Anstett's
intention was ftor the FFI to conduct guerrilla operations
against the enemy’'s communications and avoid any major
engagement with the Germans which would cause the FFI
losses.**®

Team Hamish provided information to SFHQ on the
status of airftields, including the Luftwatfe strength at
Chateauroux. They also reported the location of an alleged
German V-1 or V-2 tlying bomb launching site southeast of

Bourges. Given the distance beiween Greut Britain and
Bourges, and the range of the Y-1 or V-2 rocket, 1t is
unlikely the launching sites reported were for V-1 or V-2
rockets destined for London. The team alsc reported to SFHQ
the location of the Billancourt factory, which manufactured a
twin-engine transpo}t aircratt. This factory was

decentralized into four areas, thus improving its

survivability from aerial bombing attacks. However, team
gmizhk msde plang to sahotege ite facilities, Whether or nnt
the team began the sabotage effort is unknown.®°

Team Hamish conducted it ftirst attack on 4 July,
destroying three bridges between La Chatre and Montlucon and

one south of St. Amand. In addition they derailed a train

between Chateaumeillant and La Chatre. The next day the

resistance stole a truck loaded with a large amount ot




butter from the Germans and distributed it throughout the
area. Ambushes in early August killed 22 Germans and
destroyed three Mjlice petrol trucks with 22 Mjliciens
killed. The resistance had no casualties. The FFI forces
captured the commanding general of La Premier Regjiment de
France near Aigurande on 8 August. Elements of this regiment
eventually Joined with the fFI in fighting against the
Germans .®?*

The majority of the resistance tighting followsed the
the Germans evacuation of Chateauroux around 20 August, thelr

subsequent withdrawal through the Cher River Valley and along

highwayv 151 hetwoen Chataaus
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uy and Bourgoes. In tha tingt
instance the resistance established ambushes in depth between
Chateauroux and Bourges. One of the German convoys ambushed
consisted ot approximately 1,000 cyclists that departed
Chateauroux on 21 August. These ambushes occurred over a
tour day period, reportedly killing 600 Germans and causing
numerous delays for the withdrawing enemy. In early
September the FFI moved two battalions north between highway
151 and the Cher River Valley to ambush German convoys moving
through the valley. Trapped by the enemy during their
movement north, the two battalions relied on the Jedburghs

for help. Captain Schmitt successfully called for air

strikes, which enabled the surrounded battalicns to escape.®=?
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Like Captain Crawshay of team Hugh, Lieutenant
Anstett also returned to London to discuss the situation with
SFHQ. He flew out of the Le Blanc airfield (probably via a
Dakota operation) on the night ot 27 August. Lieutenant
Anstett requested an American armored column to move on
Chateauroux to stop the German's use of the Cher River
Valley. 1t this was not possible, he sought additional arms
and ammunition for the unarmed volunteer FFI in his sector.
SFHQ did not approve either of these requests, but did
approve the Jedburgh's third request, which sought some sort
of air liaison to counter the German forces still to the west
of Indre. Lieutenant Anstett flew to Limoges on 9 September
and linked up with his team in Issoudun the next day.®**

Team Hamish attended the second liberation ceremony
in Chateaurcux on 11 September, which eszentially completed
their mission in the Indre. The tirst liberatlon ceremony on
27 August proved premature. The town was no. liberatsd, only
temporarily vacated by the Germans stationed ihere. More
Germans passed through shortly. The team also attended a
grand reuanlon dinner on 18 September for all the Maquis. On
19 September the team recelved a message from SFHQ
ingtructing them to report to the Etat Major at Les
Invalides, Paris for further orders. In addition, the
American members were to report to Colonel Jackson at 79
Champs Elyesse, Paris. The team arrived in Paris on 21

Septemher and on 24 September returned to London.®*




"TEAM HAMISH - CONCLUSION"

Jedburgh team Hamisk successfully accomplished its
primary mission, assisting Jedburgh team Hugh organize
resistance in Indre department. Several of the team's
assigned tesks, however, were not fulfilled. They were
unable to accomplish the tasks because of circumstances
beyond their control. SAS team "Bullbasket"™ did not require
assistance by the time Hamiczh arrived, because tsam Hugh
already took care of the task. Team Hamish was unable to

locate a DC-3 landing zone within their area of operation,
but was shle to locate 2 field suitshle for 2 Lyssnder and
four drop zones.%®

Team Hamish entered the f£ield under an unusual
command and control situation. Normally, Jedburgh teams were
under the direct command and control 22 SFHQ. Team Hamish,
however, was to agree with Jedburgh team Hugh on the division
of field responsibility. How this arrangement worked remains
uncertain, but It appeurs to have met the initial
reyulirement. Based on the records available, team Hamish
conducted all of its W/T correspondence with SFHQ and not
team Hugh. There are few asccounts of direct comaunication
between the two Jedburgh teams, but this does not rule out
the possibility of the Jedburghs relying on FFI
communications to cocrdinate activities., According to Mr.

Loosmore, the teams in the field could only communicate with

other Jedburgh teams through messages passed vlia the FFI and
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the only W/T communications was between the teams and SFHQ.
It is quite likely other Jedburgh teams crmmunicated tetween
each other via the resistance and the W/T correspondence was
between the teams and SFHQ. SFHQ apparently was not
requested to pass messages between the Jedburgh teams.,®™*®
According to team Hamish, the greatest contribution
they made was the continuous cutting of the Limogaes -
Chateauroux - Orleans railroad line. The numerous road
ambushes and continuous cutting of telephone lines in their
sector also helped keep the Germans off balance. Howe-er,
the fact that team Hamish suatalned three reslstance
battalions for combat while working in the enemy's rear area

was a algniticant feat in itself.®”
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CHAPTER THREE

ENDNOTES

The mémbers of tecam Hamish had cperational code names as
well as their true namnes. The French members usually had a

nom de guerre. Listed below is some persoral information of
the team members.

True name: Lieutenant Robert M. Anstet?i
Code name: ALABAMA
Nationality: American

Mr. Robert M. Anstett currently resides in Westport,
Connecticut.

True name: Lieutenant Rene Schmitt

Coda name: LOUISIANA

Hom d= guerre: Lieutenant L. Blachere
Nationality: French

True name: Sergeant L.J. Watters

Code name: KANSAS

Nationality: American

Sergeant Watters was the W/T operator. The first
wessage team Hamish received from SFHQ informed the team

that Sergeant Watters was promoted to Firat Sergeant on
13 June. Thought to be 1living in Obio.

1 John Msndelsohn, ed., Covert Warfare Intelligence,
War Il Era 18 vols. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 3:
46

® Ibid., 47,48.
s Ibid., 50.

<« Ibid., 281,88.
* Ibid., 281-%8S.
e 1bid., 278, 297.
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T 1Ibid., 281.

® 1Ibid., 282.

®* 1Ibid., 282.

1o 1Ibdid., 287,298, 283.

2 Ibid., 268,283, 284.

i® Ibid., 268,282,

i3 J1bid., 2889.

i+ JIbid., 283,284.

1% Ibid., 285,286,289. The administration and record
keeping appeared to be a signifticant duty of the Jedburghs.
Detailed personnel records were kept of each new Maquis

recruit. The team members handled large sums of cash. Team
Hamish distributed 86,000 francs to tamilles of Magu jgar S

3 'Y S —te -
Lilisd tn action. Addisivnu;;;, sach ulc.\,u;a mMSCWLSY 1O

ten francs per day. During the mission, team Hamish was
responsible for more than three million francs.

- b
y&u

i® 1Ibid., 287.

17T Ibid., 276,293. ¥. or Stanislaw Malecinski
approached the Jedburghs in want of arms. He claimed to have
300 men who would fight under the command of the FF! in
Indre. Majcr Malecinski had been in France since 1939.

He was in the Duxieme Bureaun Detat Major Polnnajise at Paris
prior to the 1940 armistice.

is  1bid., 265,276, 267.
e JIbid., 267,282,
o  fbid., 290,269.

#1  Ibid., 265,291; Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 4: 638.
ier ime de France was part of the Vichy

government 's armed forces. This regiment had units located
in various places to include St. Amand and Dun-Sur-Auron.
The Germans integrated these French units intc the German
force structure, although the Germans did question the French
unit's reliability. Conseguently, the Germans watched these
uriits and were able to disarm them it necessary.
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®*® Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 3: 278,292. On puge 274
the 20 August message frow Hamish to SFHQ in part stctes
"...Pruniers und Lignieres 30 Kms west Chateauroux.™ This is
in error and should read "...Pruni2rs and Lignieres 30 Kms
east Chateauroux.” These two villages are east ¢?
Chateauroux and not west.

== Ibid., 222-29¢.

=4 JIbid., 2890,

®s Ibid., 285.

®*e Ibid., 48.

7  Ibhid., 297.
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CHAPTER FOUR

TEAM IAN

Jedburgh team Ian parachuted into the Vienne
department of France on the night of 20/21 June, 1944. They
were the sixth Jedburgh team dispatched from the United
Kingdom. At the time of lan's dispatch, all resistance
forces in Vienne were under the control of agent "Samuel"” of
F section's SHIPWRIGHT circuit. The tezm leader was American
Major John Glldee, the French officer was Lieutenant
Alexandre Desfarges, and the American W/T operator was
Sergeant Lucien Bourgoin.?

Team Ian's primary mission was to contact agent
"Sawuel” and help him organize the resistance in Vienne.
"Samuel” had earllier requested the assistance ot a Jedburgh
team. SFHQ also directed the team to create small teams of
roasistance torces to maintain continuous attacks against two
railway lines (Bordeaux - Poltiers - Tours, and Bordeaux -
Niort - Saumur), explore the possibility of controlling
several square miles of terrain to allow a largs, daylight
paratroop or equipment drep., and organize, train, supply,
and employ resistance torces in Charente department. Team
lan waz to inforix the resistance in Vienne that a general

epriging at that time should not occur, as the availability
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of supplies could not be assured. SFHQ planned 15 to 20 air
sorties for the Ian mission.®

Prior to departing for Harrington Airfield, the team
members recejived their mission briefing. Included in the
brieting was information on the enemy order of battle,
location and defense of fuel anrd ammunition depots, airfields
and landing grounds, police and Gestapo locations, and
terrain analysis with an empr.asis on rocad and rail networks.
The team also received a 1ist of triendly agents in the area™

The Jedburgh's tirst flight to France on 18 June

turned back because of poor visibility. This was a "non-moon
drop", which meant the illumination trom the moon was minimal
and the only lights used to identify the drop zone were those
set-up by the reception committee. The pilot was unsure ot
the aircraft's location and could not ldentity the drop zone,
s0o they returned to Harrington Airfield. The second attempt
proved successful when the three Jedburghs parachuted onto a

drop 2zone south of Poitiers early on 21 June. The drop zone

however, was not chosen by the reception committee to receive
personnel, but equipment, as the reception committee from
"Samuel's" organization expected to receive equipment, not
personnel. The drop zone was rocky, hard, small, and
surrounded by barbed wire, trees, and ditches. Fortunate y
for the Jedburghs, all three landed safely, but the radios
were damaged on impact. Sergeant Bourgoin's parachute was

slow to open, which also made for a hair-raising event., In
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addition to thelr normal load, team Ian brought with them one
million francs for "Samuel” and special explosive charges
to be used against the railroad lines.*

The primary target in team Ian's area of operation
was the railrocad line running from Angouleme to Poitiers.
This was a section of the important Bordeaux - Tours line.
Although the team travelled by car a great deal throughout
the region, the majority of activity took place between the
Vienne River on the east, Angouleme to the south, the
railroad line and highway 10 to the west, and Poitiers to the
north.®

Team lan began their organizational eftfoarts by
contacting the numerous Maquls chiefs in southwest Vienne
and in the Charente department. They travelled to observe
the local Maquis, the Maquis strength, training, and
equipment. The Jedburghs also wanted to see the drop zones
selected by the Maquis as well as any tield tortifications
erected. 1In addition, team Ian took advantage of their
Journey to establish a network of agents for liakison and

intelligence gathering and to make contact with the

gendarmerie and Postes, Telegraphes. Telephones (PTT) to

gain thelr support. The PTT was the French government
telecommunication system. 1In both cases, the Jedburghs

received good support¢.®




Team lan's migsion entailed considerable traveling,

which was dangerous because of the German presence. Team lan
did not travel clandestinely, which eventually cost the
Jedburghs the lite of Sergeant Bourgoin and the car's driver.
The team assumed they could escape the enemy with speed and
tirepower if engaged. They consequently moditied a car into
a "reconnalissance vehicle", equipping it with two machine-
guns and a radio. In this manner the Jedburghs were able to
contact the Maquis much faster than teams Hugh or Hamish did.
This concept proved invalid however, when Sergeant Bourgoin
and the car's driver were killed by Germans who apparently
drove quickly and shot surprisingly well.?

The first Maquis located by team lan were from
Civray and Charroux. They were lightly armed with a few
Stens, assorted guns, several pounds of explosives and
numbered 125 and 50 respectively. This encounter proved
quite beneficial for the Jedburghs as well as the Maquis.
Team lan immediately requested additional arms and explosives
tor the two groups. The Maquis in turn conducted the tirst
sabotage for the Jedburgh's, cutting the rail line north and
south ot Civray. This railroad line was repeatedly cut
according to the teams report. The team contacted other
Maquis groups at the following towns: Ruffec, 100 men which
formed a base for a larger group; Champagnition, 200 men
commanded by "Garnier"” which formed a base for a larger

group; Confolens, 500 men armed with a few rifles and led by
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"Bernard” of Limoges; Sauze-Vaussais, 100 men; Chasseneuil,
300 men led by "Chabanne" which fcrmed a base for a larger
group; and Civray, having increased to 200 men commanded by
"Bernard” of Civray. A police lieutenant in Ruffec provided
useful {nformation for the Jedburghs and the Maquis on the
intentions of the gendarmerie, which were benevolent towards
the resistance and team Ian.*®

Team Ian arranged supply drops for the Maquis with
arms, ammunition, and clothes. They also instructed the
Maquis in the art of guerrilla warfare, with particular
emphasis on ambushes and rail sabotage. The Maquis employed
their newly learned skilils and suppiies in earliy July by
interdicting rall and road traffic between Angouleme and
Chaunay. Also during this time, a German battalion attacked
a Maquis group near Confolenz. The Maquis reportedly fought
well and the Germans withdrew after several hours fighting.®

Unable to locate a leader for the various resistance
groups in Charente, team lan assumed that duty and began

organizing and deploying the Maquis. This activity began

around 20 Ju u

ly and provided a golid military structure in the
German rear area. The Maquis established a stronghold in
the area between the towns ot Charroux, Contolens,
Chasseneull, and Champagne-Mouton. [map page 74) They
strengthened this area by mining bridges and establishing
barricades of logs and masonry on the roads leading into

1t.10
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Within this fortified area four Maquls battalions
formed and trained. The strength of these four battalions
stood at 6,000 by the end o2 July. This fortitied area
provided a temporary satehaven for the Maquis, as the area
provided good communications, transportation, and logistics
support, The telephone network was capable of contacting
Angouleme, Limoges, Ruffec and Sivray. Valuable information
passed over this network which rapidly intormed the Jedburghs
of German activities as well as the results of their own
operations. The Maquis also drove motorcycles and used
carrier-pigeons to pass information between groups. The
battalions achieved some tacticai filexibility through the uss
cf several motorized companies. Between the four battalions,
they had enough vehicles to mount several companies of
Maguis, giving them the capebility to quickly deploy within
their sector.**

The four battalions were named after their Maquis
chiefs: Bonnet, Chabanne, Bernard (ot Limoges), and Gagner.
Assisting the chlefs were former regular or reserve armay
sfficers and NCGOe: who joined the Maguis. These army
personnel fit in very well with the resistance ftorcey.
Asslisting each battalion chiet was a regular officer to serve
as a technical advisor for operations, Team lan performed
the duties of a regimental headquarters, commanding the tour

battalions. They focused on operational matters, and like

team Hamish, avolded disciplinary matters, lncal supply and




requisitions, which fell to the battalion chiefs.
Financially, the four battalions received support from
difterent sources. The Vienne resistance movement supported
battalion Bonnet. The FTP of Limoges supported battalion
Bernard. Battalion Chabanne and Garnier however, had no
funds. In late July funding became available through the FFI
oftice In Paris with the approval of SFHQ.®

During this build up period, the Jedburghs received
the aupport of Colonel Degas, former commander of the 502nd
tank regiment. He had served as chief of the resistance in
Charente, but the Gestapo had forced him to tlee., He
provided useful assistance through his knowledge of the area
and its people. Colonel Degas contacted Maquis groups In
western and southern Charente. The Jedburghs also were in
contact with the chief of resistance of Dordogne department.
In all, team lan requested 2,300 arms for the Charente and
Dordogne departments, but unfortunately it was late August
and by then it was tco late for SFHQ to support this
effort.:3

Aside from encounters with the enemy, team Ian had
szveral problems that affected i{ts performance.
Communication with London (SFHQ) early in the mlssion was
poor because of the damaged radios. Fortunately, the team
was able to relay information on "Samuel's"” radio during the
tirst week. The Jedburghs experlienced an operational

procedure error during their ftirst several equipment drops.
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The team tailed to send "cracks" (a code transmitted to to
the aircraft indicating the team was ready to receive
additional equipment drops) to the aircratt dropping the
supplies, thus, causing the pilot to cancel the drop. Once
SFHQ clari{tied to the team what "cracks"™ were, the problem
did not recur. The loss of the radio cipher codes in early
August caused more communication problems, but apparently was
overcome by using "Samuel's" radio. Although the Maquis
repeatedly cut the rallroad lines, the Germans quickly
repalred the damaged tracks. Team lan reported that although
they did not stop the rail trattic, they did disrupt and
delay rail movement.**

According to team fan, guerrilla operations
agalnst the Germans were continuous. The Jedburghs reported
that every night the Maquis blew the rail and bridge lines
between Angouleme - Civray and Angouleme - Saintes. Ambushes
along roads and attacks against trains, railroad tracks and
bridges resulted in a German reaction on 20 July. Some 800
Germans attacked and penetrated the Magquis's fortitied sector
and successfully occupled Champagne-Mouton. There the
Germans took French hostages and threatened to shoot the
hostages and burn the town it the Maquis attacked. The
Maquis did not attack, but waited for the Germans to seek
them out. This German attack regsulted in several engagements
over a three week pericd. Additional German forces from

Angouleme and Ruffec arrived and were well equipped with




heavy machine-guns, mortars, and transportation. Engagements
took place in Ambernac, St. Claud, La Rochefoucault,
Pleuville, and Chabanais. Durlng these engagements the
Germana destroyed civil property and killed civilians. On 26
July they ransacked the town of Ambernac, killing civilians
and burning farms. The enemy also burned a whole district in
Chabbonnais and killed seversl civilians. During thls period
of increased hostilities, team lan reported that the enemy
lost about 200 men, while the Maquis lost about 80 in battle.
Unable to decisively engage and defeat the Maqulis, the
Germans abandoned Champagne-Mouton and withdrew to Ruffec and
Angouleme in early August.*®

When the Germans selzed Champagne-Mouton, they
divided the Maquis, north and south. 1In addition they cut
the Maquis's telephone lines and ambushed the motorcyclists,
thus rendering the communication network uselags, Attempting
to reestablish communications with the fragmented Maquis to

provide support and orders for movement, team Ian undertook a

hazardous Journey in thelr "reconnaissance” car. On 3 August
the Germans ambushed the Jedburghs im the town of Plesuville.

As the Jedburghs drove thelr reconnalssance car into
Pleuville, the Germans opened fire with mortars and three
machine-guns firing at close range. Sergeant Bourgoln and
the driver were killed. Major Gildee, Lieutenart Destarges,
and the information agent "Verry" barely escaped. The two

surviving Jedburghs avolided capture by hiding in a woods near




town until nightfall, then slipped past a German outpos teo
freedom. The team also lost their reconnaissance vehicle,
radio, radio clpher codes, and a large sum of money. Unable
to find the Jedburghs after thoroughly searching the town,
the Germans set fire to 18 bulidings.**®

On 3 September team lan reported that the Maguis
occupled three quarters of Charente department. After the
capture of Angouleme by the Maquis in early September, the
FFI established a headquarters there to provide for the
adminlistration, security, and police organization in the
area. With the Germans gone and the Maquils establishing
civil order, the Jedburghs informed SFHQ on 15 September that
their work was complete. ©SFHQ's last message to team Ian
instructed Major Gildee to report to 0SS Headquarters at 79
Champs Elysees, Paris and Lieutenant Destfarges to report to

Commandant Lejeune at Les Invalides, Paris.*”

"TEAM IAN - CONCLUSION"

Jedburgh team lan accomplished its mission, which
was to assist agent "Samuel”™ and the Vienne reslstance and
to organize, arm, traln, and direct the resistance in
Charente. It is unclear as to what the team dld regarding
the requirement to locate a large drop zone for daylight
personnel or equipment drops. The loss of Sergeant Bourgoln

might have been avoided i{f their movements had been more




clandestine., However, as reported by team lan, their concept
of travel was to do so opeiily, not clandestinely, and
overcome any encoeunter with speed and firepower.2®

The resistance in the team's area of cgerations grew
from 8 few poorly armed groups to a force nf about 6,000
armed wen. The team reported they could have fielded
20,000 men had SFHQ been able to supply them. The Maquis,
with assistance from leam Ian, harzgssed the Germans for three
months by ambushing road convoys, blowing up railroad lines,
deraiiing trains, impeding cunvoy movements, thus making them
sasceptible to Allied air bombardment, and finally liberating
21l of Charente deparitment as well as a large portion of

Maritime department along the coast.2*




Map 5. Team lan's stronghold

(1" = 4 miles)

* Charroux * Confolens * Chasseneuil * Pleuville
* Champagne—Moutan
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CHAPTER FOUR

ENDNCTES

The members of team lan had operaticnal code names as
well as their true names. The French members usually had a

pom de guerye. Listed below is some personal informatlion on
the team members.

True name: Major John Gildee
Code name: OKLAHOMA
Nationality: American

Reportedly lives in a nursing home in Quincy,
Massachusetts,

True name: Lieutenant Alexandre Destfarges
Code name: MAINE

nom de guerre: Lieutenant Y. Delorme
Nationality: French

Lieutenant Destarges reportedly stayed in the French
Army and retired as a Colonel. He lives in Enghien, France.

Authors note: Lieutenant Delorme's name is spelled
"Deslorme™ on page 54 of Mendelsohn, Covert Wartare, Yolume 3
and "Delorme"” on all other pages including 310 and 316. The
proper nom de guerre i{s "Delorme”.

True name: Sergeant Lucien Bourgoin
Code name: MMAYO
Nationality: American

Served as the team W/T operator. Killed in actien,
3 August 1944, Pleuville, France.

t  John Mendelsohn, ed,, Covert Wsrfare Intelligence,
Counterintelljgence, and Military Deception During the World

War 1] Era 18 vols. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 3:
54.

* 1bid., 56,57,306.

s Ibid., 58.




< Ibid., 55,306,307. Team lan spent the first five
days of thelr mission at a farm with agent "Samuel” awaiting
two more radio sets. The radios that accompanied them were
damaged during the drop. When the new radios arrived, they
too were damaged during the drep. Sergeant Bourgoln repaired
one of the damaged radios.

& 1Ibid., 310,

¢ 1Ibid., 308,

¥ 1Ibid., 302,308,

* Ibid., 298,307-306%.

®* 1bid., 309.

1o  1bid., 310,

12 1bid., 311,312.

1®  Jbid., 310,31%1.

18 Ibid., 312,313.

1e  IHhid.. 299,300,307. SFHQ reterred to "cracks" as
three number groups which team lan was toc transmit to the
inbound aircratt. The receipt of one of these code groups
from the team informed the aircratt that the Jedburghs were
able to accommodate extra aircraft. Team Ian was to transmit
"3497, "402", or "58%" to the resupply 2afrcrait on the night
of 11 July.

18  Ibid., 313,314.

ie  Tbid., 313, 317.

1* Ibid., 306, 320.

i1 1Ibid., 57,306,

r® 1Ibid., 321,




CHAPTER FIVE

TEAM ANDY

Jedburgh team Andy’'s mission was the shortest in
duration of the six Jedburgh teams studied in this thesis.
It may have been the shortest mission of all 93 Jedburgh
missions to France. Team Andy was the twelfth Jedburgh team
dispatched to France from the Unitsd Kingdom. The team
leadar was British Mador R.A. Parkinson, the Frenchaan was
Commandant J. Vermeulen, snd the radio operator was British
Sergeant Glyn Loosmore?

Team Andy's aission, as directed by SFHQ, consisted
of numesrous tasks. The team's primary task was toc contact
and assiat the DMR of region five, "Ellipse", and organize
the resisvance forces in the Haute Vienne department. Their
other tasks included, avoiding any large scale operations
unless approved by SFHQ, create small sabotage teams capable
of cutting the railroad lines converging in Limoges,
deterwine thes possibility of controlling an area large enough
to accomamodate a daylight equipment drop, determine the
possibility of controlling an airtield or landing ground
capable of sustainirg supply operations, and report on the

organization, arms, strength and conditlon ot FFI groups.®

....77_

PSS 2 e P B A




Alerted for their mission, team Andy departed Milton
Hall and travelled by road to London for their mission
briefing. Team Andy recelved their briefing for a mission to
Fontainebleau, France, which was soon cancelled, Their
second mission briefing prepared the team for Aperations in
the Haute Vienne department. From the brieting site the team
went to their departure airfield, where they boarded a
moditied Liberator bomber. Departing on the night of 11/12
July tor their drop, the flight crew failed to locate the
drop zone and returned to England.?®

In tha early morning ot 12 July team Andy parachuted

onto a drop zone established by an "Ellipse"” reception
committee near Douwadic, north of Le Bianc in the Indre
department. The team did not land in their designated
department, Haute Vienne, because the pilot was lost.
Although the Jedburghs dropped where a reception committee
was present, the drop zone lights were tor another purpose.
Later, when "Croc™"™, "Ellipse’'s"” assistant, met with the team,
"Croc" expressed surprise at the arrival of team Andy in
Indre, saying he had expected the team to arrive in Haute
Vierne. According to Sergeant Loosmore, the resistance
personnel manning the drop zone did not expect team Andy, but
did expect and received four agents dropped earlier that
night. The Jjump did not go well. On the first pass the

tirst jumper did not exit because of fouled static lines from

the equipment containers. Cnce the static lines were properly




placed, the aircraftt returned to the dropping zone and
Commandant Vermeulen Jjumped first followed by Major
Parkinson. Again the static lines fouled, thus, preventing
Sergeant Loosmore from jumping. The aircratt made another
circle, allowing time to rearrange the static lines, and on
passing the drop zone a third time Sergeant Loosmore jumped.*
Team Andy's misslion essentially ended when
Commandant Vermeulen and Major Parkinson landed. The major
sustailned a double compound fracture of the left leg and
Commandant Vermeulen broke one ankle. Sergeant Loosmore
landed well. Reception committee personnel carried the two
injured Jedburghs into a nearby farm house, where Major
Parkinson was laid out on the kitchen table. Within an hour
a French doctor arrived and put a temporary splint on Major
Parkinson's leg. The farmhouse was quite busy with
resistance activity when the Jedburghs arrived. Present
were: receptlon committee partisans, four agesnts wh~ had
arrived one-half hour earlier, and Second Lieutenant Carl
Bundgaard, an American pllot ftrom the 505th Fighter Squadron,
who baled out of his plane several nights earlier.®
During the next ten days, team Andy and Second
Lieutenant Bundgaard were moved by car three times. The
Lirst move took them to a chateau about 15 kilometers from
the drop zone. The team arrived at the chateau about 0500

hours. That afternoon a surgeon, accompanied by the doctor

who splinted the leg, set Major Parkinson’'s broken leg and




put a plaster cast on his leg. "Croc” and the team discussed
the team's safety and future use, which was quite limited.
SFHQ declided to evacuate the two injured Jedburghs and
assigned the radio operator to support "Ellipse”. The team
moved to a Maquis recruit training area near Preuilly, where
they stayed several days and later moved again to La
Gabriere, about 18 kilometers away. They moved in a three
car convoy that was well armed, travelling on back roads and
tracks. The tinal hideout for the Jedburghs was a farm
called La Trillaudiere about one and one-half kilometers
from the village of La Gabriere.® [map page 38]

With the exception of one close encounter with the
Germans, the Jedburghs enjoyed a comfortable stay at this
farm, whose owners were Monsieur and Mudame Rochet. [photo
page 84). It was well hidden from the road by a stand ot
woods and there were many fish ponds and warshes all around.
Major Parkinson and Commandant Vermeulen took up residence
in @ bedroom on the ground floor of the farmhouse. The W/T
operator, Sergeant Loosmore, and the American pilot
established themselves in the loft of the house, where they
employed the radlo, keeping the aerial up only duritng the
scheduled time. The pilot assisted the team by working the
generator and performing numerous other helpful tasks. Major
Parkinson reported that the two daughters of Mr. Alec
Balfour, who lived in the area and supported the resistance,

regularly visited the Jedburghs and served as a lialson
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between the team and the local Maquis. Mr. Balfour's
daughters were able to travel across the countryside by
horseback, on foot, or by cycle without causing suspiclon.
They assisted the Maquis on numerous occasions. During team
Andy's stay at La Trillaudiere, they recelved several
visttors, including "Ellipse”, "Croc”, and Legrand and
Crawshay of Jecdburgh team Hugh.”™ [photo page 83]

The close encounter with the Germans occurred on 20
July when team Andy heard machinegun fire from the direction
of La Gabriere. Later, they learned ¢that the gunfire came
trom a German firefight with the resistance, in which the
Germans killed Prince Joachim Murat® and his driver. {[photo
page 84] Major Parkinson reported that the death of Prince
Murat was a great blow to them all. For the Prince had
provided great care for the Jedburghs and had been in charge
of the convoys that had earlier transported the team. Upon
hearlng'the tiring, the Jedburghs quickliy gathered their
equipment and vacated the farm for a nearby swamp. They
stayed thare tor ten hours before returning to the farm,
although leaving their equipment in the swamp to avoid
compromising the farmer and his wife i7 the Germans should
return. Fortunately for the team, the Germans abandoned
their search before reaching the farm.®

On 27 July Major Parkinson, Commandant Vermeulen, and
the American pilot travelled three hours by car to the Le

Blanc airfield, where they waited for the Hudaon operaticn




(same concept as the Dakota operation, but different
aircraft). Sergeant Loosmore stayed at the Zarm for the next
two weeks. He vislited team Hugh on 12 August, and became
part of Jedburgh team Ivor on 14 August. At 0135 hours of 28
July the plane lett France atter a seven minute stay on the
ground. The return trip to London was uneventful and took

slightly more than three hours.®®

"CONCLUSION"~ TEAM ANDY"

Team Andy was unable to accomplish 1!s mission
because of physical injuries sustained during their parachute
drop. Fortunately, the receptlion committee was able
to care for the injured Jedburghs and move them to several
safe areas during team Andy's ten days in France. Team
Andy's radio operuator eventually linked up with team fvor,

wiilch lost its radlio operator during its parachuts drop.
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Photograph 1. Team Andy's safehouse "La Trillaudiere”
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Photograph 2. Monument to Prince Joachim Murat near La
Gabriere
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CHAPTER FIVE

ENDNOTES

The members of team Andy had operational code names
ass well as their true names. The French members usually had
a pom de guerre. Listed below Is some personal informattion
on the team members.

True name: Major R.A. Parkinson
Code name: FIFE
Nationality: British

Promoted to ¥ajor while in France. Major Parkinson
received notice of his prowmotion to Major via a SFHQ
transmigssion to the team on 18 July.

True name: Commandant J. Vermeulen
Code name: CARLOW

nem de guerre: None.
Nationallity: French

True name: Sergeant Glyn Loosmore
Code name: LUNDY
Natlonality: British

Mr. Loosmore currently resides in Lelcester, United
Kingdom. Following his misalon to France, he jolned Force
136, which operated in Burma against the Japanese. In a
group of shout eiy Eurgpesns snd 20 Burmese, he participated
in interdicting the railway between Rangoon and Moulmein.
When the war ended ke was preparing to drop Into Malaya.
Sergeant Loosmore demobilized in January 1947 and returned to
the United Kingdom where he attended Swansea University.

Upon graduation from Swansea University, Mr. Loosmore joined
the Colontal Administrutive Service and spent several tours
in Northern Rhodezia and Tanganyika. Returning to the United
Kingdom in 1963, he soon begzan teaching at Lelicester
University until he retired in 1983. Mr., Loosmore is married
and has two children. He returnead to his operational area in
France many times and remains friends with the tamily that
hosted him while with team Ivor.
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and the American radio operator was First
Sergeant Lewis F, Goddard.?

Jedburgh team Hamish had earlier requested additional
assistance to develop the southern Cher department.
Consequently, team Ivor received instructions from SFHQ to
organize, assist, and supply the St. Amand Maquis.
Specitically, the team would contact the DMR of their area,
"Ellipse”, organize the resistance into units ot 100 men or
less, identifiy drop zones, report on the organization,
gstrength, and arms of the Maquis, and contact team Hamish to
determine the areas of responsibility. Although team Ivor

was to work closely with team Hamish, they would report

to SFHQ for command and control.®

CHAPTER SIX
TEAM 1VOR
Team Ivor was the twenty-first Jedburgh team

dispatched to France from the United Kingdom. The team
deployed on the night of 6/7 August just south of St. Amand
in tbe Cher department. This team comprised of members from
Britain, France, and the United States. The team leader was
British Captain John H. Cox, the French member was Lieutenant
Robert Colin, |




Team Ivor's infiltration did not go well. Sergeant
Goddard died during the parachute drop, when his parachute
failed to open. The Jedburghs buried him later that day in
the Beddes village cemetery, with full military honors. The
team missed drop zone "Paris” near Beddes, landing in a
nearby gravel pit. U[map page 107] According to Jedburgh
team Hamish, team Ivor's personnel left the aircraft after it
had already passed the drop zone. This happened because the
men and their containers exited the aircraft on the same
psss, the men following the equipment. The drop zone was not
long enough to accommodate men and containers on the same
pass. Team Hawmish also notsc that drops should not accur
under 600 feet, which may indicate that the aircratt was too
low for the drop.3

The remaining two Jedburghs sustained injuries later
that night while walking through the gravel pit. Uncertain
of who would meet them in the darkness, Lieutenant Colin
carried his revolver at the ready. Unfortunately, he
stumbled in a hole and accidentally shot himselt in the leg.
Captain Cox algo stumbled in a hole and sprained his foot.
Fortunately, team Hamish had a doctor in its Maguis group,
who treated the two injured Jedburghs. These injuries
restricted their movement, thus, slowing down their initial

contacts with the Maquis.*

Team Ivor established its ftirst headquarters in the

Chateau at Frappon close to Saulzias on 8 August. From there




they worked with the Maquis, whose targets were the German
lines of communications between Montlucon and Bourges. The
next headquarters for team Ivor was in the Chateau
Torchefoulon in Verneuil-les-Bois, a small and remote
village. The team reported on 15 August that the partisans
maintained continuous pressure against the rallway between
Montlucon -~ St. Amand - Bourges, Bourges - Issoudun, and
Bourges -La Guerche. Team Ivor received additional tasking
on 15 and 19 August. SFHQ instructed team Ivor to, stop or
retard the German 159th Division from moving north, continue
guerrilla warfare against German lines of communications, and
when Allied forces enter Ivor's area, contact the speciail

forres statf and give the password Jeanne D' Arc.®

The German withdrawal routes from southwestern France
determined the engagement areas for the resistance forces
south of the Loire River. Team Ivor reported that the
German's major withdrawal route passed between the towns of

Bourges on the north and St. Amand to the south. Within

this corridor passed three main axls. They were:
i. North. Chatsauroux - Issocudun - Charost - St
Florent - Bourges. Here the enemy would halt and rest, to

continue on 3 routes:

a. Bourges - Sansergues - La Charite.

b. Bourges - Nerondes - La Guerche - Nevers.

¢c. Bourges - Blet - Sancoins - St Plerre Le
Moutier.

2. Center. The least used. Issoudun -
Chateauneut - Dun Sur Auron - Blet - Sancoins -
St Pilerre.
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3. South - Chateauroux ~ Ligneres - St. Amand -
Charenton - Sancoins. The enemy used St. Amand as a
resting place.®

The Germans rarely travelled on the smaller roads, keeping
to the main roads. The Germans used all thres axis
simultaneously only itwice. The majority of their forces
withdrew along these routes between 20 August and 14
September .?

When team Ivor entered the south Cher, the enemy wers
too weak and scattered to significantly hinder the team's
movemant. With some caution, the team was able to travel by
car throughout the rural areas. The Germans c¢ccupied the
towns of Bourges, Vierzon, La Guerche as well as the Avord
airtield, the Nerondes tunnel, and a radlo interception post
at Bannegon. The Milice had garrisons at St. Florent,
Sancoins and St. Amand. The team reported that the Milice
did not travel the countryside because they feared the local

population. Two reduced battallions, lacking men and arms,

of the Vichy government's Premier Regiment De France guarded

St. imand and Dun-Sur-Auron. Many of these French troops

sympathized with the Maquis. According to Captain Cox, most

of the Premier Regiment De France's soldiers considered the

duty more appealing than being transported to Germany as

laborers. There were some elements within the Premier

Regiment, however, that detinitely supported the Nazis and

posed a threat to the resistance. With the exception ot the

population around St.

Just, which was not helpful to the



resistance according to team Ivor, the majority ot the
population supported the Maquis. In addition to their duties
of maintaining law and order, the gendarmes were sympathetic
towards the resistance, often providing the resistance
information on the enemy. The PTT also supported the
resistance by passing information for them.®

Team Hamish introduced team Ivor to (Colonel Benoit,
Chief of the partisans in the southern Cher. He provided
team Ivor an update on the situation, including the status of

the resistance forces in the area. There were three

resistance groups; Le Premier Regiment D'Intanteri:, "Combat

Organizat

Lo

on", and the FTP. However, there was little
liaison between them. The Premier Regiment D'Infanterie
consisted of about 200 cadre members under the command ot
Colonel Benoit. This regiment occupied the southern Cher
after the armigstice, but disbanded on 20 November 1942. Some
of the members had hid a.slzeable part of the regiment's
equipment and arms. They dispersed, but maintained their old
chaln of command.®

The "Combat Organization” consisted of approximately
150 poorly armed and organized men of the FFI. They were

under the command of Lieutenant Chaillot near the town ot

L ——E——— e

Culan. These forces were the remnants of a larger group
commanded by "Surcouf” and Lieutenant Blanchard that on 6

June killed 20 Milicien and occupied St. Amand for two days.

Unfortunately, their revolt was premature and caused the




with Colonel Benoit and team Ivor. The unsuccessful revolt
of 6 June basically destroyed the FFI's organizatlion in the
Cher. (fConsequently, the neighbhboring FFI organizations took
it upon themselves to work in the Cher. The FF! in Indre
annexed most of the region west of the River Cher.?°

The Cher FTP was under the command ot Captain Hubert
and consisted of approximately 500 men dispersed in the
western Cher. Like the "Combat Organization", the FTP also
withdrew to the Creruse, but did not suffer the same fate as
the FFI's "Combat Organization”, and returned to the Cher

ntact. Tcam Ivor meet with Captain Hubert on i3

-

completely
August and requested that the FTP ieader join forces with the
FFI. Captain Hubert did not want to cooperate in this

organization, which Colonel Benoit led, preferring to remain

independent. After discussing the general situation,

however, Captaln Hubert agreed to unite with the FFI against

-
German forces from Bourges to descend upen St., Amand. The

Germans executed 40 people and set fire to ten houses in

reprisai The Maquis withdrew to the Creuse department,

where they suffered many casualties. The withdrawal

tragmented their chaln of command, which in turn disrupted .
their unit integrity. The remnants of this FFI Maquis

eventually returned to the southern Cher under Lieutenant )
Chaillot and called itselt the FFI company Surcouf-~Blanchard.

They were very cooperative in coordinating thelr operations




the Germans and coordinate his military operations with
Colonel Benoit. Tceam Ivor reported that the llaison with
Hubert remained good.**

In regards to the Premier Regiment De France, the
Jadburghs and Colonel Benoit met with the commanders of two
battalions, Lieutenant Colonels Aublet and Ardisson on 13
August, which was a very busy day tor team Ivor. The puarpose
of the meeting was to persuade the two battalions to switch
sides and joln the resistance. As & precautionary measure,
Colonel Benolt insisted that the pro-Nazi elements within the
regiment be arrested. At first, Lieutenant Colonels Aublet
and Ardisson rejected an outright and immediate defection,
but offered to join the resistance if they could retain
command of their battalions, and when the Miiiciens and the
majority ot the Germans withdrew. After lengthy discussions
with the two colonels, they reached an agreement. The
colonels agreed to supply certaln arms and ammunition to the
Maquis, allow free passage for the Maquis through the towns
of St. Amand and Dun-Sur-Auron, and maintain a neutral
attitude toward the Marquis. However, the two battalions
soon joined torces with the resistance.*®

Maquis' command and control problems created
coordination trouble for team Ivor and the newly incorporated

Premeir Regiment De France. An armed element from the east

Indre, under command of Colonel Robert and supported by

Jedburgh team Hamish, encircled a battalion ot the Premier
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ment De Franc at Dun-Sur-Auron. Colonel Robert

planned to disarm the battalion and relocate the troops to
the east Indre. The battalion did not submit to Colonel
Robert's demand, so the Indre group withdrew. This total
lack ot coordination between the FFI disturbed Lieutenant
Colonel Aublet immensely and almost caused his immediate
withdrawal from the tenuous alliance made earlier with team
Ivor and Colonel Benoit. Because of the seriousness of the
problem, the team and Colonel Benoit drove 60 kilometers to
Colonel Robert's headquarters in Crevan. Unable to resolve
the issue at this meeting, the team, Colonels Benolt and
Rohart drove to Le Blanc to conter with Jedburgh team Hugh
and "Surcouf”. Team Hugh and "Surcouf” solved the problem.
Colonel Robert's torces would not disturb the Premier
Regiment De France battalions in the Cher, but some sapper
elements from this regiment would move to the Indre and
assist the FFI in attacking Chateauroux.*®

Lieutenant Colonel Aublet eventually acted against
the Maquis on 22 August, when he ordernad elements of his
command to return to St. Amand and Dun-Sur-Auron. He also

arrested two otticers who were in liaiscn with the Maquls.

Prior to this order his forces supported the Maquis and
ambushed German convoys. Not wasting any time, Colonel

Benoit ordered the Premier Regiment De France surrcunded and

the arrest of Colonels Aublet, Ardisson and pro-Nazl elements

within the unit.*¢




By 20 August the Macquis were gaining strength and

attacking withdrewing German convoys along the three maln

routes between Bourges and St. Amand. Colcnel Benoit's
Premier Regiment D'Infanterje's cadre mobilized 1,200 troops

fnto ten companies, armed with light machineguns, Brens, and
rifles. The soldlers retrleved most of these weapons from
the caches they emplaced back in November, 1942, Thelir
morale was excellent. The 33rd Demibrigade, under command ot
Lieutenant Colonel Trousseau, consisted of split-up units

trom the recently converted Regiment De France. This unit

consisted of 500 men, 250 rifles, and 20 light machineguns.
The cempany "FFI Surconf" fislded 150 men with ten light
machineguns, and 80 rifles or Stens. Finally, the FTP under
command of Captalin Hubert grew to about 1,200 troops who
were adequately armed. Their name became the Regjiment
Populajre Berrichon and included all FTP elements in Cher.:®

In late August and early September team Ivor was in
contact with numerous other Allied organizations in and
around the Cher, The team made contact with agent "Le

Contre” of the French Bureau Central de Renseignements et

d'Action (BCRAM) on 25 August. i agent operated a radtio
set for BCRAM, and offered to assist Ivor as necessary.
Sergeant Loosmore now operated team Ivor's radio, so agent
"Le Contre” was no: used. Team Ivor's Maquis intercepted a
convoy of seven cars carrying a British ofticer, his radio

operator, and a group of French saboteurs travelling from
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Tarbes to Parls. Questloned by Captain Cox, {he Britlish
ofticer ldentified himsel? as either agent “"Lionel”™ or
"Edouard” and establlished his bona fides. Captain Cox
allowed the group to pass, once convinced by the British
ofticer of the grcup's legitimacy. Captain Cox, however,
quer ied SFHQ about the group and received assurance the
following day that the British officer was indeed an Allied
agent on a special mission. A Lieutenant Davidson of the
First SAS met the Jedburghs on 1 September and informed the
team that some French SAS groups were around Bourges .*®
Captain Cox again travelled to Le Blanc in search of
weapons for Colonel Benoit's Maquis. But this tiwme he
travelled more cautiously, because of the large number of
German troops on the main roads. While there, he met with
Lieutenant Colonel Obclensky of Operations Group Patrick to
request his assistance in the Cher. Operations Group Patrick
dld not move to the Cher, but stayed in the Indre, because
Lieutenant Colonel Obelensky believed his group’s presence
there was more¢ important. Team Ivor alaoc contacted the
inter-aiiied mission 8", o8 a2ix men migation, and
Jedhurgh team James, which had c-mpleted thelr missions in
the Creuse and Correze respectively. These two groups
proposed to come north and assist the Jedburghs {n the Cher.

Colcnel Benoit commented that there was no need for

additlonal troops In his area, but relterated his need tor

arms., Lieutenant Colin accompanied one of Colonel Benolt's
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officers to Orleans on 4 September where they met with
Coionel Bourgri-n of the 4th French Parachute Battallon, who
considered his own mission completed in the north Cher and
agreaed to assist team Ivor in the southern Cher. While in
Orleans, Llieutanant Colin also saw Lieutenant Bordes, the
French member of Jedburgh team Alec, who was recovering from

serious wounds recelved during a recent ambush. The 4th
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French Parachute Battalion moved to the south of Bourges to
assist toam Ivor and Colonel Benolt. Further contact with
team Alec resulted in the receipt of arms for Ivor's Maquis
in Bourges on 9 September.*7

The resistance groups team lvor encountered needed
little organizational assistance, but did require arms and
ammunition. +‘he greatest problem the team encountered was
convinclng 3FHQ %o send them #~“ms and smmunit{on. The
seriousness of the situation can be seen by the message
trattic ketween the team and SFHQ. Jedburgh teom Andy's
radi¢ operator, Hergeant Locsmore, Joined team Ivor in mid
August and replaced the ivor schedule with the Andy schedule
soon thereafter. Team Ivor used the Andy schedule because the
freguencies and contact times ¢f Andy’s schedule were more
convenjent to use than lvor's. The message traffic followe:

11 August trom lvor: Send arms and money
irmediately. Delay affecting morale.

17 August ftrom Ivor: Our lack of arms extremely
serious. For God's sake speed up dispatch.




22 August from Ivor: Excellent day of ambushes.
Much damage done, but work must end due to lack of
amemo and arms.

26 August from Andy: Why don't you say something.
You give us no information, no arms, nothlng. We
might as well burn our radio. Column after column of
3oche pass under our nose but incapable of hitting
them. Very bad for morale and your name stinks with
the French and us.

27 August from SFHQ: Do not think we have
abandonred you. You can expect aerial bombardments
daily on escaping German columns...make arrangement
with Hugh via Hamish for weapons...

30 August from SFHQ: Cannot send any more
parachutages as all alrcratt being used for northern
France.,.make arrangements with Hugh for part of the
storesg.*®

Team Ivor reportedly kept SFHQ informed on the
presence of German convoys for aerial bombardment. Ivor
estimated that 150,000 Germans passed through their area
betweer. 20 August and 15 September. Although SFHQ {nformed
the team that aerial bombardment would occur, team Ivor
reported that they observed very few alr strikes. According
to the team, the only time Allled airecraftt achieved any
results was when three Lightnings attacked FTP lorries
killing 20 and wounding 30 men. The lorries were even marked
with white stars to avofd such attacks by Allied alrcratt.**®

Other problems encountered by team Ivor included

contacting "Ellipse", W/T communications with SFHQ, timely
and accurate support from SFHQ, and movement. It took about
two wesks to make contact with "Ellipse”, who was always on

the move working with the resistance forces throughout the

region., With Sergeant Goddard dead, the team could not
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use its radio effectively, which hampered communications
between SFHQ and team Ivor. Until a W/T operator could be
found, Captain Cox and Lieutenant Colin encoded and sent the
rout ine messazec, but relied on team Hamish to transmit
important mescsages. Fortunately, Sergeant Loosmore, from the
casualty ridden Jedburgh team andy, linked up with team Ivor
to perform the W/T duties. Team Ivor reported that at times
SFHQ had difficulties understunding the situation in France.
For example, on one occasion the team queried SFHQ about the
Allier (meaning the Allier River) and received a return

question as toc who is Allier. SFHQ respoided to the team's

request for decisions by passing the decision to "Ellipse”,
who was very hard to locate at times, thus precluding a
timely decision. Regarding the arms issue, SFHQ instructed
team Ivor to coordinate with teamr Hugh to receive arms
scheduled to arrive in Hugh's area. It was very difficult,
however, for the Jedburghs to move ftrom Saulzais to Le Blanc,
when the bulk of the Germans were passing through the area.®®
Team Ivor reported several engagements with the enemy
T
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between 20 August and i% September. ]
occurred on 24 August, when a company of Maqulis attacked the
town of Avord, only to tind it strongly defended by the

Germans. Failing to dislodge the Germans, the Maquis company

witbhdrew, but lcft some wounded behind. The Germans caught

the wounded Maqulis, and killed ard mutilated them. The

Maquis retaliated by executing an equal number of German
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prisoners and retvrning their bodies to the Germans. On each
body was a note . ting that for each Maquis prisoner killed,
the same would be done to German prisoners. Other
engagements took place at St. Just and St. Amand. The Maquis
attacked a convoy departing St. Amand, destroying ten
vehicles and capturing 30 Germans. 1In addition to thes=e
specific engagements, team Ivor reported that the Maquis
conducted both day and night road ambushes continuously
between 20 August and 15 September along the withdrawal
routes between Bourges and St. Amand. Team Ivor reported
attacks against the railroad lines servicing Montlucon on 15
Augusgt 212

The climax of German passage through teazam Ivor s area
occurred around 2 September. The Jedburghks reported the
difficultly in moving by car through the southern Cher
because of the large number of Germans on the highways. The
Germans began to attack the Maquis during this period, once
coming within 500 meters of Colonel Benoit‘s command post.
During this period many Hindus, members of the German army's
Regiment 950, also known as the "Free Indian Regiment"”,
burned houses and farms, raped and killed clvilians as the
convoys passed through.®*®

On 11 September Colonel Benoit ordered a cease fire
to tacilitate the surrender of the last large German convoy
to enter the Cher. Approximately 20,000 Germans were spread

out along three routes with the vanguard across the Allier
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River just east of Sancoins, the center between Dun and Blet,
and the rearguvard in Chateauneuf. Colonel Martel, chiet of
FF1 Indre, was instrumental in coordinating the surrender of
this German convoy, through his contact with the convoy
commander, General Elster. General Elster met American Major
General Robert C. Macon, Commander, 83rd Intantry Division,
at Issoudun on 10 Se¢o.tember, where they negotiated the
detalls of the surrender.®3

Unfortunately, the details of surrender were not
known to team Ivor and Colonel Benoit of the Cher, because
tha gurrander nagotiations took place in the Indre. To
clarify the surrender issue, Colonel Benoit quickly
telephoned Colonel Martel to tind out the detalills. According
to the surrender agreement, the Germans were to retain their
weapons and move north at midnight, 12 September toward the
Loire River. Team Ivor, Colonel Bencit, a representative ot
the U.S. Ninth Army's commander, and others met with General
Elster at Arcay on 1! September to discuss the German's
movement through the Cher. Items of discusslon included:
time and method of informing the resistance forces and German
forces of the cease ftire, prohibiting any contact with
civilians and towns by the Germans, and feeding and caring
for wounded Germans by the Americans. Because of the time
required to notify all parties involved, the movement north

began at night, 13 September, 24 hours later than originally

planned.®*




Team Ivor criticized the surrender tevms the
Amer icans made with General Elster. Under the terms ot
surrender, the Germans were allowed to retain thelr weapons
and transport while moving towards the Loire River. The
team's greatest concern was the exposure of the unarmed
civilian population to possible German atrocities on their
march north. Allegedly, the Germans killed three Frenchmen
during the convoy's move north. However, other accounts
indicate that the movement through the Cher and adjoining
Loir et Cher departments went well, except for several minor

incidents. According to the terms of surrender, General

Elster was to officially surrender to General Macon on 17
September at Beaugency, Jjust north ot the Loire River.®®
With the departure of the Germans on 13 September,
St. Amand held liberation ceremonies that day. With St.
Amand liberated, team Ivor's mission was complete. They
drove to Paris with Colonel Benoit, where the team reported
to the special forces detachment at the Cecil Hotel.
Instructed to return in three or four days, the team returned
to Bourges, where they were informed by SFHQ to go and
organize an attack on La Rochelle. The distance and lack of
transportation precluded team Ivor from moving any of their
Maquis to the coast. On 18 September the team accompanied
their Maquis to Orleans where General De Gaulle reviewed the
Maquis units. Captain Cox requested permission from SFHQ to

jJoin his regiment, immediately, which was refused. All
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tailure was not teem Ivor's fault, because SFHQ did not
provide the equipment to supply the Maquis, and the Maquis
were already organized when the team arrived., Team Ivor did
however accomplish the additional tasks assigned by SFHQ.
SFHQ did not provide adequate supplies to team fvor.
The team reported that SFHQ promised all the arms and
materials the team requested, but in practice delivered very
1ittle. Only tive aircratt dropped material to the team,
which gstated they could have armed 5,000 Maquis. One of the
tive afrcvatt dropped just one package, while the remaining
four aircraft dropped mostly stens and medical supplies.
Team Ivor reported that SFHQ might as well have sent them

knitting needles. The team was very displeased with SFHQ's

resupply effort , ®*7

Jedburgh members were to report to London prior to
reassignment. Notified to return to London, team Ivor
travelled to Paris on 21 September and returned to London on
23 September where they reported to staff at Bryanston
Square.®®
"TEAM IVOR - CONCLUSION"

Jedburgh team Ivor did not complete its primary
mission as assigned by SFHQ, to organize and supply the
resistance forces arcund St. Amand in the south Cher. This




To make up for this lack of support from SFHQ, team
Ivor resorted to begging arms from other, more fortunate,
resistance groups around them. Fortunately, the Premiere

Regiment d'Infanterie hid their arms and equipment in

late 1942, thus enabling them to recover the material and
initially sustain their own operations. The team recelived
arms f{rom Jedburgh team Hamish and the resistance battalion
Dubreuil in east Indre. Team Ivor's credibility as an arms
supplier must have been very low among the resistance
groups.**

Colonel Benoit and the other Maquis leaders around
St. Amand had organized the resistance quite well by the time
Team Ivor arrived. Consequently, there was little organizing
tor the team to do. Team Ivor did, however, provide llaison
between their region, SFHQ, and adjoining regions.®°®

With respect to the additional tasks assigned, the
team accomplished all of them except for one, impeding the
German 159th Division's movement north. It is no longer
possible to determine whether or not the 159th moved through
Ivor's region or it Ivor's Maquis attacked the division. It
is very likely, however, that team Ivor's Maquis did engage
the 159th Intantry Division, since that divisioen was part of
the §4th Corps moving through the Cher in late August and
early September. The tecam made contact with "Elligse”,
although tt took longer than expected because of his

travelling. They also reported dropping grounds to SFHQ,
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coordinated with team Hamish for the division of
responsibilities in the region, reported the status of the
ragsistance groups, and maintained pressure on the withdrawing
convoys through the use of road ambushes.?®°

Team Ivor reported numerocus enemy casualties between
20 August and 18 September. The alleged damage to the enemy
included 75 vehlicles destroyed, 500 enemy confirmed killed,
with an estimated 15,0060 killed in all, and 250 enemy taken
prisoner. The estimated 18,000 killed appears tar too high
for a withdrawing force ot 100,000, which is what the 64th
Corps is reported to have had in August, 1944. A loss rate
ot 15 percent killed is extremely high considering
convent it onal battle lo33z staotics from World War IT,
According to statistical battle loss convention, an infantry
division will sustain ten percent battle losses per month in
a combat zone. Of these losses, 16.5 percent are killed,
13.5 percent are captured or missing, and 70 percent are
wounded. Applying these statistics factors to the 100,000
man 64th Corps would project a loss of 1,650 killed, 1,350
Captured/missing, and 7,000 wounded. Considering even {,650
Garmans killed, the Maquis inflicted siznificant casualties
on the withdrawing enemy.®?

In summary, team Ivor spent about one and one halft

months in the south Cher asslisting a well-organized Maquis.

The team was deeply disappointed that SFHQ did not support

them during their mission. SFHQ's fallure to adequately




supply the Maquls severely tested the resistance's morale and
faith in the Jedburghs. The team criticised SFHQ for not
asslisting them. For example, the team queried SFHQ for
information on enemy troop movements outside the team's area
ot operation, but did not receive anything. Failure of SFHQ
to provide this kind of information implies a lack of
centralized collection, analysis, and reporting of
intelligence. It is also possible the intelligence was
available, but not communicated for some unexplalined reason.
In either case, the failure of SFHQ to provide the support
team Ivor believed was due it, resulted in a successtul, yet

disappointed Jedburgh team Ivor.>»®
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CHAPTER SIX

ENDNOTES

The members of team Ivor had operational code names as
well as their true names, The French members usually had a
pom de guerye. Listed below is some personal information on
the team members.

Trve name: Captain John H. Cox
Code name: MONMOUTH
Nationality: British

Mr. Cox presently lives in Surrey, United Kingdom.
Based on his letter to the author on 23 January 1991, Mr.Cox
stated that atter his mission to France, he participated in
a "Jedburgh i1ike” jobh {n Burma. Prior to the war Mr. Cox
studied in France,

True name: Lieutenant Robert Colin
Cede name: SELUNE

nom de guerre: Lieutenant Y.M. Dantec
Nationality: French

Lieutenant Colin raportedly stayed in the French Army
and retired as a Liesutenant Cclonel or Colonel.

True name: 1st Sergeant L.F. Goddard
Code name: OREGON
Nationality: American

The /T operator for team Ivor. Sergeant Lewias
Goddard died during the parachute drop early in the morning
of 6 June, 1944, Teams Ivor and Hamish buried him
in the Beddes village cemetery with full miiitary honors on
7 August 1944.

True name: Sergeant Glyn Loosmore
Code name: LUNDY
Nationality: British

Sergeant Loosmore joined team Iver on 14 August to
replace Sergeant Goddard as the W/T operator. See chapter 6,
Team Andy, endnotes for information on Sergeant Loosmore.




g

2% srin. 3
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War 11 Era 18 vols. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 4:
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= 1bid., 629,630,633. On 17 August team Ivor reported
finding several carrler pigeons that had been dropped by
parachute from RAF aircraft. Accompanying the pigeons was a
message demanding information on the German dispositions,
The team queried SFHQ about the pigeons and was informed that
the team could use the pigeons {f desired. No further
iniormation is avallable on the team's use of the pigeons.

* 1Ibid., 631.635; Mendelsohn, Covert Wartare, 3: 271,
272,29%0. Lieutenant Anstett, the leader of Jedburgh team
Hamish, nalled one of Goddard's identification tags to the
inside of the coftin and retained Goddard's personal effects.
Sergeant Goddard's body was later returned to the United
States.

¢ Mendelsohn, Covert Wartfare, 4: 635,640,

3 1Ibid., 632,633, Gilyn Loosmore, letter to autlior, 17

March 1941, Chateau Torchefoulon was one of the safehouses
occupled by team Ivor. This chateau was large, with about
17 rooms, and hidden by a woods from the road. Mr., Loosmore

returned numerous time after the war to visit the chateau and
the people who befriended him.
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19891,
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to author, 17 March 1991,
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**  Ibid., 841. During the meeting between team Ivor
and Captaln Hubert, another FTP leader from the region of
Vierzon attended. His name was Renandin., No further
information isz avallable on Renandin.

i*  Ibid., 642,649,

13 1bid., 643,644,649,

14 Ibid., 649.
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18 [bid., 645,6486.

*® Ibid., 649,650; John Strawson, A History of the SAS
Regiment (London: Secker & Warburg, 1984), 271,272. The SAS
mission represented by Lieutenant Davidson may have been one
of two SAS misslons in the reglon. Mission "Newton”, which
operatad in the Champagne/Burgundy area from 189 August to 11
September, 1944, constisted of elements from the 1st SAS and
3rd French Para Batialion. The mission's compliment was &7
troops and 19 Jjeeps. Their misaston was to harass the enemy
withdrawal. They reptrtecd to have worked with the FFI. The
other possible SAS mission was "Spencer”, which operated esst
of Bourges from 29 Avgust to 14 September, 1944, Mission
"Spencer” consisted ot the 4th French Parachute Battallon,
with 317 troops and 54 jeeps. "Spencer's” misslon was to act
as a mobile harasslng force to interdict the withdrawing
enemy from southbwestern France acrosa the Loire River. The
mission reported to have seriously disrupted the enemy's
crossing ot the Lolre River and contributed to the capture of
20,000 German troops. The 20,000 German troop surrender
refers to General Elster's gsurrender to the American 83rd
Diviston.

rr Mendelsobn, Covert Warfare, 3: 851-853,7¢¢. No
further Information is available on the employment of team
James'ses Maquis opr misgion "Bergamotte”™ other than they
Intended to enter the Indre and Cher to attack the Germans.
Teawm James bhriefed its Maquis, which had moved to the town of
Gueret, as to the enemy routes of withdrawal in Indre and
Cher. Contident of the Maquis' ability, and with the
approval of "Ellipse", team James returned to London with
the idea of forming a mobile unit for attacking the German
columns. The leader of team James was American First
Lieutenant John K. Singlaub; Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 5:
88. According to Operations Group Patrick, they were
informed by SFHQ to terminate their mission to Eguzon, and
place thelr group under the direction ot the FFI in Indre or
of Captain Cox of Jedburgh team Ivor. Lieutenant Colcnel
Obelensky chose to stay in the Indre by moving to the Le
Blanc arca, which was within atriking distance of Eguzon.
He stayed because of his tamliiiarity with the Le Blanc area
and because Colonel Roland ot the FTP requested that the
Operations Greoup stay at Eguzon, tearing a return of the
Germans; M.R.D. Foot, SOE In France An Account of the Work of
the British Special Operations Executive in France 1940-44
{London: Her Majesty's Stationery Oftfice, 1966), 395,396, 403.
Quoting from page 395, a quote itself attributed to "an SCE
tile", provides a first hand description of a Maquis ambush
as described by the second-in-command of the "Bergamotte”
mission: "“...In a few minutes an uwnending stream of armoured
cars, motorcars, motorcyclists, lorries, and occasional tanks
appeared. They all seemed to be in slight disorder and were
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in no particular formatlon; private cars could be seen with
troop—-laden lorries on each side of them, and motorcyclists
appeared at f{rregular intervals. The speed of advance was
extremaly slow - about 5 miles anm hour - and there were
frequant halts ¢o remove a tree trunk, Investigate a supposed
trap, or reconnolter the roadside. All this was a sure proof
- It we needed one - that the maquis guerlillas were feared,
and were succeeding in their main Intention of delaying the
enemy. The troops we saw were both German infaniry and
miliciens..."; Strawson, A History ot the SAS Regiment, 272.
Colonel Bourzoln was the commander of mission "Spenser”. See
endnote 16 {for information on mission "Spenser”.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

TEAM ALEC

The twenty-aecond Jedburgh team dispatched to France
irom the United Kingdom was team Alec., The team lecder was
American First Lleutenant George C. Thomson, the French
member was Lieutenant A Bordes, and the radio operator was
Awmerican Stattl Sergeant John A, White. Team Alec parachuted
into the northern Cher Department during the night of 9/10
August, 1944, Here they successfully worked with the Maquin
tor the next month and 2 halt, until 3F'iQ considered the
mission complete on 17 Soptember and instructed the team to
return to England.?

The primary wmission of team Alec was to acccmpsny a
SAS reconnaissance party from the First SAS Regiment into the
Loir et Cher and serve as a link betwoen the SAS and the
resistance groups. Addittonally, team Alec would work under
the control of "Antolne", the leader oi F sectiion's
VENMTRILOQUIST circult. Team Alec apparently spent moat ot
fts time warking for "Antoine” by organi:ing and arming the
FFi. Thoey never reported on the SAS, except ftor a 24 August
report that the SAS and Maquis had cut a railroad line
between Bourges and Nevers, thus immobilizing a German

armored train for three days.®*
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The purpose of the SAS reconnaissance party was to
determine the teasibility ot employing up to one-halt a
sguadron of the First SAS Regimenti to interdict the railway
lines between Vierzon - Orleans and Vierzon - Tours. In
addition, the SAS were to report on enemy movements. The
reconsaissance must have gone well, because "Antoine", using
team Alec's radio, reported on 13 August the arrival of "20
SAS Haggard" and requested 40 more.?

Prior to departure for France, team Alec received a

mission briefing whi- . .cluded the enemy order of battle,
topography of the are.. :..d a general outliane of the
resistance organizations in the lLoir et Cher department. The

team and eight members of the SAS reconnaissance party
dropped 60 miles east of their intended drop zone and ended
up in the northein part of the Cher department. Other than
being 60 miles from their drop z2one in Loir et Cher, and
losing two rucksacks, the Jedburghs and SAS parachute drop
was uneventful., The team contacted "Colon", chiet ot the
Maquis Ducher on 10 Augnst and met "Antoilne” on 12 August.
Since "Antoine" employed the Jedburzh team in the north=rn
Cher, and SFHR? agreed to their new location, the Jedburghs
remained. At least some of the SAS also remainsd through 24
August .

Tram Alec's area of cperations covered the area

between the Loire River to the north and esxst, the rallroud

line btetween Nevers and Vierzon to the south and the ruilroad
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line between Vierzon and Orleans to the west. Similar to the

other Jedburgh teams in this

paper, team Alec's Maquis

engagement areas followed the German 64th Corps' withdrawal

routes from the southwestern

France towards Germany. The

major routes running east through the northern Cher had only

two Loire River crossing sites, La Charite and Nevers. The

Maquis concentrated its ambushes on the road and rail

networks leading towards the
teem Alec entered this area,
scuthwestern France was Jjust
cn 14 August the nrasance of
the entire bend of the Loire

searching for crossings over

two river crossing sites. When
the German's withdrawal from
beginning. Team Alec epeoried
various German units seaghout
River; all appeared to b: lost,

the Loire River, aid detached

from the buik of the forces withdrawing east.®

By 18 August the Jedburghs reported the tirst ¢t

several mass movements of Germans passing through the Cher.

Approximately 16,000 of the enemy found themselves in the

northeast corner of the Loire River bend, between Orleaas and

Sancerre., Realizing the river crossing points were further

south and the American Ninth

Army Jjust north of their

position, they turned south and headed towards Bourges. The

only reported Loire River bridges still passable were in La

Charite and Nevers, both held by the Germans. The Maguis

held the bridge in Sancerreo,

but eventually destroyed it on 1

September per instructions from SFHQ. The team reported that

the Germans were not well armed and were travelling by all
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means of! transport: by foot, bicycle, and horse drawn
vehicles. The Maquis took advantage of the German's
vulnerability by blocking and ambushing many roads leading
south, which caused confusion and casualties for the enemy.
Team Alec informed SFHQ on 13 August that Maquis ambushes
destroyed 10 vehicles and 350 Germans.®

The team reported the status of the Maquis on 14
August as 760 armed and 1,100 unarmed men organized into four
area commands. Nerondes tielded 250 armed and 250 unarmed
FFI, Vierzon with 200 armed and 500 unarmed men, Bourges 150

unarmed, Sancerre with 300 armed and 200 unarmed men, The

team reported they could hove srmed an sdditional 2, 000
Maquis, but lacked arms. Team Alec only armed another 800,
however, by 21 September. The Maquis added to their arms
supply by recovering weapons from the battlefia2ld. In all,
the team reported about 2,G00 armed Maquis by mid-September,
Although the Jedburghs requested additional! arms and
ammunition, SFHQ only delivered arms for 80( Maquis, far
short of what tecm Alec requested. Team Alec received
additional arms from the American Third Army once Lieutenant
Thomson establizhed contact with its special torces
detachment on 26 August.”

Once this ftirst gvroup of Germans departed the

northern Cher around 19 August and moved towards the

avallable river crossing sites, the Maquis relccated. Team

Alec met with Colonel Benoit, Chief of the southern Cher FFI
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and associate of Jedburgh team Ivor, on 21 August to
coordinate the actions of the two resistance groups against
the Germans in Bourges. Team Alec estimated the Germans had
about 5,000 troops holding Bourges to serve as a temporary
strong point to protect their evacuation route. Colonel
Benoit's forces established ambushes on the three Bourges
roads to Dun, Levet, and Sancoins. Team Alec’s Maquis
covered the other Bourges roads. The team reported that the
Germans began using a tew armored cars and light cannop to
protect the convoys, but this did not severely hinder the
Maquis. They reported an average of 50 Ge mans killed or
captured daily during this period.®

By 25 August a second surge of German forces entered
tne northern Cher seeking passage east. Team Alec reported
that these torces came from Orleans, Tours, Vierzon and
Triande. Responding to the enemy’'s movement, the team
rapidly transferred its Maquis from the Bourges area to the
northern Cher. Focusing in northern Cher, Lieutenart Thomson
crossed the Loire Rlver at Ouzeur Sur Loire and contacted the
35th United States Infantry Division. He met with Major
General Manton S. Eddy, commander of the United States
Twalith Corps, and provided the corps G-2 information about
the German dispositions on the Third Army's southern tlank.
The Third Army's special forces detachment provided
Lieutenant Thomson 17 bazookas and 500 rounds, medical

supplies, and 1,000 gallons of gasoline; all vitally needed
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by the Maquis. Lieutenant Thomson returned on 27 August to
the northern Cher, presumably by vehicle, without incident,
taking with him the supplies.®

Lieutenant Thomson returned again, 28 August, (o the
Third Army headquarters. Returning to his headguarters in
Menetou Salon, Lieutenant Thomson had to stay in Sancerre
because of Germans on the roads. While there and acting on
General Patton's orders, the Maquis destroyed the Loire River
bridge. Lieutenant Thomson later observed that General
Patton ordered all bridges across the Loire and Allier Rivers
destroyed because of the numerous German troops concentrated
in the departments south and west of these Rivers. Unable to
drive his car on the roads because of German columns,
Lieutenant Thomson bicycled to his headquarters the following
day.t°

Heroism and tragedy resulted from the actions of
Maguis Lieutenant Bourlier of Bourges. On 30 August he led
an attack against a German convoy, capturing the lead
vehicle. Reallzing that hls group had captured the convoy
commander, a German major, along with the entire withdrawal
plans for the 16th German Intantry Division, Lieutenant
Bourlier drove the vehicle and its occupants to team Alec's
headquarters. In doing so, Lieutenant Bourliar had to pass
the entire German convoy to reach the team's headquarters.
These plans were quickly transported to the G~2, Third Army.

Untortunately, the Germans captured Licutenant Bourlier that
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night. Three days later they shot him in his home town of
Bourges. Lieutenant Thomson requested a posthumous
decoration for Lieutenant Bourlier.?t

On the atternoon of 4 September Lieutenants Thomson
and Bordes joined 20 Maquis and four jeeps of the French 4th
Parachute Battalion, under command of a Captain Larral, in
assaulting the town of Les Aix Angillon, northeast of
Bourges. [map page 124] The team reported that about 150
Germans occupied the town. The Maquis offered the Germans an
opportunity to surrender, whick was declined. The Allles
cleared the town in one hour, suffering minimal casualties,
while killing 40 Germans and capturing 18. The remainder oif
the Germans, however,evacuated the town and were pursued by
the ailies. According to Lieutenant Thomson, the situation
became very confused, as the Maquis were not trained in
pursuit tactics and unable to communicate between the groups.
The pursuit turned Iinto 2 hide-and-seek game, with the Maquis
groups randomly looking for the hiding Germans. This
uncoordinated search allowed the Germans to further disperse.
Lieutenant Bordes received a serious wound while sccompanying
one of the Maquis groups. That night the Allled group
occupled the town. During the following three days, the
dispersed Germans surrendered in small groups.:*®

Team Alec reported the liberation of Bourges on
7 September when the FFI entered the city, the Germans having

left earlier. Lieutenant Thomson stated that the cement
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runway at Bourges airfield received the attention ot some
2,000 workmen repairing bomb damage. By 9 September the
runway was ready to recelve alrcratt, which it did the
following day, when tour P-38 "Lightnings"” arrived nearly
out of fuel. Lieutenant Thomson found 10,000 gallons of
useable fuel, refueled the Lightnings and allowed the
alrcratt to depart. On 11 September a ftlak damaged B-17
"Flying Fortress” landed. Repaired and retfueled, the
Fertress departed 36 hours later.:®

On 9 September team Alec moved their Maquis south to
asslst {n attacking the German column ot 20,000 that Jedburgh
team Ivor encountered between the Allier Riveyr, just east of
Sancoins and Chateauneut. Like team Ivor, team Alec did not
know about the surrender terms this coclumn negotiated through
Colonel Martel of the Indre FFI, Since this large enemy
force was in their territory, the Cher Maquis intended to
attack it. Team Alec and their Maquis, however, had to
revise their attack plan and accommodate the existing
surrender arrangements. According to team Alec's
understanding of the surrender terms, the Germans were to
move north through the Cher, still fully armed, and surrender
their arms to the United States Army at Orleans, Beaugeury
and Mer sur Lojire. Fortunately, a 24 hour delay in the

German's movement provided enough time to notify the Maquis,
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precluding unnecessary violence. The team reported few
incidents during the movement, with the Germans reaching the
surrender points on 17 September . **

On 17 September, 1944, team Alec received a message
from SFHQ informing them that their mission was complete,
SFHQ also instructed them to complete some departure
administrative tasks. Team Alec was to contact Major
Alastair Hamilton at the Hotel Cecil in Paris to arrange
passage back to London. Additional tasks were to bring back
a 1list of chieft Maquis helpers and addresses for future
contact, place all radio equipment in a sate place for later
collection, and contact the DMR to have him take over the
Jedburgh’'s ferces. Team Alec's last transmission on 21
September to SFHQ requested medical supplies be delivered to
Dr. Pierre Malgras at Bourges, who provided great service to
the Maquis and was still treating Lieutenant Bordcs. The
following morning Lieutenant Thomson and Sergeant White left

the Cher department for Paris.:®

"TEAM ALEC - CONCLUSION"

Team Alec's primary mission, to provide a link
between the First SAS Regiment's reconnaissance party and the .
local Maquis in the Loir et Cher was unsuccesstnl. The
team's additional task, to work under the control ot

"Antoine", which included organizing and arming the area

resistance forces was parttally successful.




In the strictest sense, team Alec falled to
accomplish their primary misslion because they dropped in the
wrong area. This precluded them from working with the
resistance in the Loir et Cher. The failure, however, was
not the team's, but that of the aircrew that inserted them 60
miles off target. Once the Jedburghs were on the ground,
they responded very well to the sttuation, accomplishing
the.r mission with the FFI in the northern Cher. The
Jedburghs provided a link between the FFI and the SAS. :®

Team Alec fultilled halt of its additional task ot
supporting "Antoine" {n organizing and arming the FFI,

Again, due to circumstances beyond the team's control, the
resistance forces In the northern Cher were already organized
when team Alec arrived in early August. The team reported
that the resistance's organization had much room for
improvement, egspeclally the selection and training ot its
Junior officers. But it was already too late for the
Jedburghs to begin training a cadre of junjor officers in
early August., [t was already time to =z2mploy the Maquis.*”

Team Alec succeeded in arming portions of the
resistance, but SFHQ did not support all of the arming
requirements of the team. The team estimated that they could
have armed 3,000 Maquis, but only received arms for 800
between 14 August and 21 Septesmber. Not recelving the arms
support requested of SFHQ, team Alec sollcited and received

arms and supplies from the American Third Army. Had it not




been for the close proximity and support of the Third United
States Army's special forces detachment, team Alec would have
been in the same situation as team Ivor, which experienced a
severe shortage of arms from SFHQ.**®

Unlike the other five Jedburgh teams in this paper,

team . i1 hed direct contact with an American army
headqu ‘. .. Tais llaison henetfited both the Jedburgh team
and t - *:*{* 7.8, Army. The Jedburghs received arms and

suppllies trom the Third Army, while thc army recelved
intelligence on enemy operations south of the Loire River.
The team reported that they sent any information gathered on
the German posgitions in northern Cher directly to the Thircd
Army instead ot SFHQ in London. The team also reported enemy
convoy locations directly to fhe Third Army for aerial
bombing, which apparently provided satisfactory results for
the team. The use of Alljed aircratt, however, did have a
negative eftect on the resistance. The Jedburghs noted on 26
August that Allied aircraft strafed FF! vehicles. As a
result of this lincident, the team ordered all FF! vehicles to
be painted with a five pointed star in a circle, and
requested that SFHQ notity Allled alr commands of this
distinguishing mark.**

Team Alec was critical of their mission, not only in
the resupply effort of SFHQ, but »overall support by SFHQ and
the utility of the mission. Although team Alec reported

excellent technicael communications with SFHQ, the team




concluded that SFHQ responses were incomplete and slew in
coming. Messages were reportedly anaswered four to five
days late or not zonawered at all. Subsequently, thc tazam
perceived a failure of SFHQ te¢ support the Jedburghs and
directed their attention to the Third Army. From team Alec's
perspective, SFHQ lacked an interest in the team and did not
have the necessary number of irained personnel coordinating
the actions and support requirements of the Jedburghs in the
field.®o

As for the utility ¢f the mission, team Aler beliaved
that the team should have been dispatched sooner, early June,
so they could organize and train the Maquis. As it was, team
Alec did very little training or organizing with the
Maquis, because the team did not have the time. By mid
Auguat the German withdrawal was underway. Team Alec focused

on arming, which proved to be frustrating, and coordinating

the Maquis' actlons.®?
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CHAPTER SEVEN

ENDNOTES

The members of team Alec had operational code names
ass well as their true names. The French members usually had
a nom de guerre., Listed below i3 some personal information
on the team members.

True name: First Lieutenant George C. Thomson

Code name: CROMARTHY

Nationality: American

Mr. Thomson presently lives in New York City.

True name: Lieutenant A. Bordes
Nada mama s nYrRoaRpNn

nom de guerre: Lieutenant B. Allet
Nationallity: French

He was seriously wounded in combat at Les Aix
Angillon. Although not contirmed, Lleutenant Allet may bave
later died of his wounds.

True name: Staft Sergeant John A, White
Code name: COLORADO
Nationallty: Amerlican

Mr. White presently lives in Westwood,
Massachusetts.

X John Mendelsohn, ed., Covert Warfare Intelligence.
Counterintelligencs, and Milltary Deceptlion During the World
War Il Era 18 vols. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 4:
666,

* Ibid., 665,672; M.R.D. Foot, SOE In France An Account

of the Work of the British Specianl Opergtlions Executive in
France 1940-44 (London: Her MaJesty's Stationery Office,

1966), 398, 463. According to Foot, Philippe de Yomecourt was
the leader of F section's VENTRILOQUIST circuit. This native
Frenchman was one of the few F section personnel in the tield
in 1941 and still in contrnrl of hig circuit when the Allies
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liberated his reglon in 1944, Philippe de Vomecourt wrote a
book about his exploits, titled: Who Lived to see the Day,
(Hutchinson, 1961).

* Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 4: 665,668,673,675; John
Strawson, A_History of the SAS Regiment (London: Secker &
Warburg, 1984), 269. Mission "Haggard"” deployed on 10 August
and finished i1ts mission on 23 September. It consisted of 54
troops and commanded by Major Lepine. Mission "Haggard"®
believed they should have been deployed one month earlier.

4+ Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 4: 667,688,672,

* 1Ibid., 663,672,673.

® 1Ibid., 673.

7 1Ibid., 668,675.

¢ 1bid., 674.

* Ibid., 675.

1o |bid., 675,876.

1+ Ibid.,676.

% JTbid., 671,676,677. The seriousness ot Lieutenant
Bordes wounds required an operation, which took place the
next day. Although not contfirmed, Lieutenant Bordes may have
died ot his wounds at a later date; Strawson, A History of
the SAS Regiment, 272. Captain Larral ot the French 4th
Parachute Battalion was probably part of Misslon "Spencer”,

one of the French SAS units deployed near Bourges and
discussed In chapter 6, team Ivor.

13 Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 4: 671,678,

14  Ihid., 672,678,679,

%  Ibid., 672.

L 1bid., 867,672,

17T fbid., 680.

i®  Ibld., 673.

*®  Ibid., 669,681. Although team Alec does not comment

on the color of the stars painted on the Maquis' vehicles,
team Ivor reported the paint was white.




*° ibid., 680,681.

*1  Ybia., 681.




CHAPTER EIlGHT
COMCLUSION

Five of the six Jedburgh teams studied in this paper
were effeptlve according (o the criteria established in
chapter one. Tkis criteria compared the actual mission
and tasks assigned to the Jedburgh teams to what the teams
actually accomplished during their mission.

The idea for the original Jedburgh project, as
envisioned by British Major General Gubbins, was to parachute
small groups of 30 diers into German occupied Europe, with
the purpose of raileing and arming tke civilian population to
conduct guerrilla operations against the enemy's lines of
communications. After {8 months of planning, a basic
Jedburgh divective, dated 20 December 1943, evolved, which
identitied a mission for the Jedburgh teams and identified a
wide variety of tasks suitable for the teams.?

The purpose of the Jedburzh teams was to function sas
a strategic reserve for conducting anconvenftional warfare in
the enemy's rear arezs on or after D-~day (operation
OVERLORD), where resistance forces needed support. [map page
137] Additionally, the Jedburghs would conduct specific

tasks as deemed necessary by the military situation. Some of

thegse tasks included rail cutting, attacking enemy vehiclus.




mining roads, disrupting communications, and liquidating
enemy commands and staffs, To fultill the Jedburgh purpose

and tasks, the teams had to sstablish good lialson with the

resistance. In addition, the Jedburgh teams had to provide
suitable communications, training, and equipment to the
resistance.®
The six Jedburgh team’'s missions proved identical in

nature, consisting of tive similar tasks:

* establish contact with the local resistance

* report the status of the resistance forces in terms of
personnel, leadevrship, arms, and potential to SFHQ

* organize and supply the resistance forces

* avoid expanding the resistance force beyond what SFHQ
could sustain via air drops

* yreport parachute drop zones for resupply

In addition, several teams were told to sabotage specitic
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sections of rajilroad lines and support SAS troops with
communications and liaisoii with the resistance.

Team Hugh was the first Jedburgh team dispatched to
France frow che United Kingdom. It spent three and one-half
months operating behind enemy lines and successfully

organized, supplied, and employed approximately 9,000




Maquis, thus the team was effective. The team reported on 12
August that:
Maquis attucked Boche outpost at Chambon near
Ville Dieu. Captured all 15 Germans there plus 1
cannon and heavy MG. No maguis losses. 4 or 5
similar successftul incidents take place every day
but we have not the time to report then.®
Team Hamish was the fitth Jedburgh team dispatched to
France from the United Kingdom and alsc spent three and one-
halt months operating in the enemy rear areas. When the
team departed France in late September 1344, they reported
having 3,000 fighting men under arms and ancther 1,000
awalting arms. Team Hamisb accomplished its mission and
associated tamks, thorefere it was an effgctive team.*
Jedburgh teem lan was the sixth team dispatched to
France f{rom the United Kingdom. It continued operations in
the enemy's rear area for three months and reported to have
6,000 men under arms, with another 20,000 men willing to
participates had SFHQ been able to supply them. Th: team
successfully organized resistance forces and employed the
forces against the Germans through ambushes, derailing
trainsg, disrupting German convoys (which mude the convoys
more vulnerable to aecial bombardment), and liberated the
whole of the Charent:2 depurtment. Team lan, although losing
its W/T operator, Sergeant Bourgoin, accomplished its mission

and tasks, and hence was also effective.®

Team Andy was the tweltth Jedburgh team dicpatched

to France from the United Kingdom and had the untortunate




distinction of conducting the shortest mission of the six
teams studied. Major Parkinson received a double compound
fracture of? the leftt leg and Commandant Vermeulen broke one
ankle during the parachute drop. The W/T operator, Sergeant
Loosmore, landed weil and eventually went on to successfully
operate with Jedburgh team Ivor. Team Andy was unable to
perform its mission and task's, thus it was not effective.®

Team Ivor was the twenty-first Jedburgh team
dispatched to France from the United Xingdom and operated
in the enemy's rear area fur cne and one-half months. First
Sergeant Goddard, the W/T operator, died when his parachute
failed tc open., Fcortunateliy, teaw Ivor was able to obtain
Sergeant Loosmore, from the i1}l fated team Andy, to conduct
the W/T operations for th2 team. Although unabie to
accomplish its mission because SFHE tailled to provide
equipment drops for the team, they accomplished other
tasks, thus the team was eftective.”?

Team Ivor was instrumental in maintaining
communications between SFHE and the resistance, which
conferred le

egitimacy to the recis

lad

ance. According to a

former lieutenant in the Premjer Regiment D' Infanterie (who

subsequently commanded the regiment): "... the greatest

contribution ot the Jed tcams was to confer legitimacy, and

all that went with it, on the Resistance."® This concept ot




legitimacy is further explained by former Sergeant Loosmore
of teams Andy and Ivor, when he observed:
Before we (Jedburghs) came they knew that the
Germans saw them as terrorists and their own
Government condemned them as disloyal trouble-makers.
When we (Jedburghs} arrived the FFI could claim to
be part of the Allled armies, operating under
directions from the Allied High Command.®
Jedburgh team Alec was the twenty-second team
2ispatched to France from the United Kingdom and operated in
the German rear areas for one and one-half months,
successtully accomplishing its mission and tasks. Although
instructed to work In the Loir et Cher department, the team
droppad inte the Cher department. This 2rror occurred when
the aircrew inserted the Jedburgh team 60 miles from its
intended area. Regardless, team Alec tock the initiative to
carry on fts tasks in the Cher department and was successful.
Team Alec was instrumental in coordinating resistance
activities with the U.S. Third Army, providing limited arms
to the resistance, and maintaining communications between the
resistance and SFHQ. Team Alec was an effective team.t®
The six Jedburgh teams studied in this paper
contributed tc the original intent of the Jedburgh project.
That intent was to conduct guerrilla operations in the
enemy's rear area, with the purpose of reducing the enemy’'s

combat effectiveness. The presence of Allied soldiers

supporting resistance forces in the German rear areas created




problems for the Germans. The German commanders had to
divert scarce resources to counter the "terrorists”, as the
Germans called the resistance.

Was the developing doctrine of the Jedburgh project
valid? According to current speclial operations doctrine of
the 1990s, the Jedburgh project doctrine was valid.
Theretore, any lessons learned from the Jedburgh's
operations, given similar conditions, should apply to today’'s
special operatlions forces.

FM 100-25 (final draft) states:

SOF (special operations forces) can support

corventional military operations at 21l levels ot
war, Influencing deep, close, and rear operations.
Their optimal use is in deep operations at the
strategic or operational level. The impact of
these deep operations is often felt throughout the
theater of war.*

The Jedburghks were strategic assets used in deep
operations. That is, the Jedburghs conducted their missions
well behind the enemy front lines and targeted the enemy's
Intrastructure. The Jedturghs conducted operational level
missions that supported the Allied invasion of France. Thelir
tasks, oftten tactical in nature, were initially to disrupt
the German's ability to reinforce the Normandy landing areas.
Following the Allied breakout from the Normandy beachhead,
the Jedburghs supported resistance torces that perfcrmed an

economy of force role. Again, FM 100-25 identities a role

for special operations forces to: "play an economy of force

role in secondary theaters of operations on the strategic




flanks or edge of the theater of war."*® Few {f any
conventicnal Allied combat forces entered the southwestern
area of France, which was considered a secondary area in the
theater of operations and allocated to the FFI to liberate.
In particular, the FFI liberated most of the area south of
the Loire River, where al!l six Jedburgh teams operated.
Consequently, the actions of the Jedburghs and thelr
associated resistance forces served in an economy of force
role, which was felt throughout the theater of war.

FM 31-20 states that there are five primary missions
tor Special Forces. They are: unconventlional warfare,
foreign internal defense, direct action, special
reconnaissance, and counterterrorism. The Jedburghs
conducted two of these ftive missions during their operations
in France.

FM 31-206 defines unconventional warfare as:

...a broad spectrum of military and paramilitary
operations, normally of long duration, predominantly
conducted by indigenous or surrogate forces who are
organized, trained, equipped, supported, and directed
in varying degrees by an external source., UW
includes gwerrilla warfare (GW) and other direct
offensive low~-visibility, covert, or clandestine
operations, as well as the indirect activities ot
subversion, sabotage, intelligence collecttion, and
evasion and escape (E&E).**®

The Jedburghs conducted unconventional warfare even though
they called it guerrilla warfare. The primary and common
Jedburgh mission was to support, through training,

equipping, organizing, and often directing, the French

resistance forces against the Germans. The Jedbhurghs
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received additional tasks to sabotage speciiic targets, such
as telephone lines and rail stock. Through the FFI, the
Jedburghs subverted members of the Premier Regiment De France
to join the resistance and turn against the Germans.
Intelligence collection, although not a directed task, was a
valuable byproduct of the Jedburghs operations. The teams
identified enemy targets, such as troop convoys, and

reported them to SFHQ for the Allied bombing efforts.
Although the Jedburghs were not directed to establish evasion
and escape networks in France, the teams assisted Allied
personnel, partlicularly airmen, into the SOE established
escape networks. In the case of team Andy, it took an
American pilot with it when they left France.

Although not pertformed as readily as unconventional
warfare, the Jedburghs conducted limited special
reconnalissance missions. The reporting requirement of the
Jedburghs to inform SFHQ of the status of the resistance
forces and the convoy veporting done towards the end of their

missions constituted special reconnalssance. 1In the case of

reporting on the reslstance forces, SFHQ had to know the
capability of these resistance forces in order to advise
SHAEF on the potential use of the resistance in support of
the campaign plan. The FFI forces south of the Loire River
performed an economy of force role for the U.S. Third Army.

1.

Prior "¢ “he FFI recelving this mission, SHAEF hud to know

what the FFI capability was. The Jedburghs reporiting of
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German convoys, units and headquarters, and alrcratt
locations for aerial bombardments, served the function ot
target acquisition. Based on the response from Allied aerial
bombardment, which provided mixed results according to the
teams, the command and control functlons could have been
better coordinated. Regardless, the Jedburghs performed
speclial reconnaissance by fultilling the target acquisition
role.

I have told the story of six Jedburgh teams
and evaluated their performance as to whether or not the
teams were effective. 1 hope that readers of this paper will
galn some insight into the role of special torces employed
some 47 years ago. The Jedburghs were special forces that
executed a nascent doctrine never before attempted on such a
large scale. Todzy's Special Forces were born in the World
War II Jedburgl: project. A reader of special cperations
literature can identity lessons learned, both good and bad,
from the stcries of teams Hugh, Hamish, Ian, Andy, Ivor, and
Alec, for under similar conditicns; I believe the
fundumentals of Jedburgh operations can be applied to today's
Special Forces conducting unconventional warfare and special

reconnalssance missions.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
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* John Mendelsohn, ed., Covert Warfare Intelligence,
Counterjntelligence, and Military Deception During the World
War 1! Eva 18 vols. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989) 3:
i,
* Ibid., i.

2 ibid., 74.
< Ibid., 298.
® [bid., 321.

¢ Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 4: 463.

* 1Ibid., 631,661,

® Glyn Loosmore, Letter to author, 17 March 1991.

® 1Ibid.

1o Mendelsohn, Covert Warfare, 4: 672.

t3 U.S. Army, John F. Kennedy Special Wartare Center
and School, "FM 100-25 Doctrine for Army Special Operations
Forces”, Final Dratt, (Fort Bragg, NC: U.S. Army John F.
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i®  Ibid., 2-8.
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1990), 3-1.
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AS

Agent

BBC

Bren

Crystal

D-Day

Departments

DF

D/F

DMD

DMR

DZ

Armee Secrete

Specially tralned operative in enemy
held territory to obtain intormation,
organlize resistance forces, and
commit acts of sabotage.

British Broadcasting Corp.ration. Used
to transmit special messages to resistance
forces and the Jedburghs in France.

French slang word for Germans

An automatic rifle uniquely identitied by
the magazine location above the recelver,
The Bren fired a .303 caliber round at a
cycltc rate ot tire of 500 rounds per
minuet from a 30 round magazine. Welght:
22 pounds, two ounces

A critical part of wireless/telegraphy
(W/T), which determined the ftrequency of
tranemiseion and reception.

6 June 1944. The start date of operation
OVERLORD - the invasion of France by the
Weatern Allied armles,

Administrative divisions ot France

Special Executive Operations escape
section

Direction tinding. A means of locating
radio frequency transmissions.

Delegue Mjlitalre Departmental. The
Forces Francaises de l'Interieur, FFI,
military leader ot a department,

Delegue Militaiyre Regional. The Forces
Francalses de 1'Interieur, FFI, designated
military leader for a reglion.

Drop zone. The location designated tor
parachute drops, either pevrsonnel or
equipwment .
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EMFFI

FF1

FTP

Jedburgh

Luftwaiils
LZ

Maouis

Miii

el
o

Etat-major deos Forceg Francalses de
l'Interieur. The General staff ot the
Frenca Forces of the Intervior,

Commended by General Koen.g, who supported
De CGaulle.

Special Executive Operctions independent
Fiunch section (non-gauliist). Operated
agents in France without regar:d to the
agents political background . {Campare to RF)

¥orces Fraunceigses de 1'Interieur. Frenchn
torces of the interior. “he organized
regigtance forces iw France controlied by
De Gaulle,

Frances-tireurs et Partisais. The military
wing of the Frenchi Communist party. Feench
sharpshooters and partisans, named atter
the French guerrilia heroes of 1870-1871.

]

o
AL

]

fmg Stsotapslizetl. CGerman sacret stata

i
A
[o

1]

-~
h=3

ol

—
1]

ol

Code nume for SOR/OSS mission which
deployed specially trained thre¢ man teams
to work with resistance forces in certain
European countries,

The Goarman air force

Landing zone

Name given *o the Frenck o:i tance

fighters, Also known at 11':seavds. This
name devived irom the ar. - scutheastern
France, where many young wi. qrught refuge

frowm the forced labor {mpose ihe Nazis.

T

Counteriuvurgency ?orces for the French
Vichy Government.

Uperational Grouw.s. An Americun military
untt mads uo of speciallw trainec
vo.unteers, -~ontistineg <t four oflficers and
30 soldiers, contr~ligd by SKFHE, - ni esed
to sabotage »r conduct guerrilles arfare
behind e¢newmy tines.




OYERLORD

PrT

RF

SAP

SAS

SFHe

SHAEF

S1

i
o

SOF

SOE/S0O

Otfice of Strategic Services. American
secret operations and intelligence
organization of Worid War 1l and
rorerunner of the Central Intelligence
Ag :ncy (ClA).

Code name given to the 6 June 1944 invasion
of France by {he Western Allied armies.

Postes, Telegrs ‘hes, Telephones The French
natisnal communications agency.

Gaull:ist ccuntry s -ction of Special -
Operat ions Executive for France.

Operated pro-De Gaulle agents in France

({Compare to F)

Service d'atterrisages et parachutages

Special Air Service. A British military
unit made uo of specially trained
volunteers to conduct sabotage and

s amaw

i A e Bmmthdaad o
raids venind enéemy lincs.

Special Forces Headgquurters. A Jjoint
Sperial Operations Executive and Office
of Strateglic Services special forces
headquarters in SHAEF responsible for
coordinating resistance activities,

Supreme KHeadquarters, Allied Expeditionary
Forces. The Allied headquarters in London.

Secret Intelligence branch of ithe O0SS.
Primary duties involved conducting
espionage and sccret collection of
intelligence.

Special operations branch of the 0SS,
Primary duties involved sabotage ard
liaison with resistance movements.

Special Operations Executive. The British *
special operations organization.

The joint headgquarters of the British
London branch ot SOE and *he American

SO branch of the 0SS. Conitrolled the
Western Allied support to resistance
movements in northwestern Europe., The
controlling hradquarters of the Jedburgh
teams.




SOF

Sten

Wehrmacht

wW/T

Special operations tources

British made submachine gun uniquely
identified by its horizontal magazine
mounted on the left sidv of the recziver.
Fired a nine millimeter parabellum bullet
from a 32 round magazine. This weapon
could be disassembled into three, later
models into two, parts and concealed in a
sultcase.

Yergeltungswaffe 1. Reprisal weapon one,
pilotless German rocket with a range of
approximately 150 miles and a 2,000 pound
warhead.

Vergeltungswaffe 2. Reprigsal weapon two,
ballistic missile. A German made rccket

with a range of approximately 220 miles and
a 2,000 pound warhead.

The German Armed For—-es of World War 11
Wireless telegraphy. The means of
comrunication betwa2en SFHQ and Jedburgh

teams in the field. dore commonly called a
radlo.
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